Moscow makes Mediterranean offer 

BEIX 3 RAD£(R)— Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze was 
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Ruling party reviews Yemen situation 

ADEN (R) — South Yemenis ruling Socialist Party began a two-day 
meeting on Saturday to review the country's political, social and economic 
situation since factional fi ghting last year which ousted President All 
Nasser Mohammad. Officials said new members would be elected to 
replace Mr. Mohammad and his supporters who fled to Ethiopia and 
North Yemen during the fighting in January 1986. About 350 party 
members attended from all South Yemeni districts and the armed forces, 
along with foreign delegations including the Soviet, East German and 
Cuban communist parties and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). The meeting follows reports that both South and Norm Yemen 
have stepped up high-level contacts aimed at achieving a merger of the 
two countries. Political sources in Aden and Sanaa said both sides have 
been trying to resolve the main obstacle to unity talks — the presence of 
South Yemeni refugees in the north. South Yemeni President Haider Abu 
Baker A1 Anas has said between 5,000 to 6,000 South Yemenis now live in 
the country but opposition sources put the figure at around 3,000. 
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Iraq resumes raids 
on shipping in Gulf 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sandi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAJE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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warns U.S. • Ship hits mine 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi warplanes 
attacked Iran’s vital oil export supply lines 
on Saturday for the first time in more than a 
month, damaging a Maltese tanker and 
striking at the major Kharg Island terminal, 
regional shipping sources quoted by AP and 
Reuter said. 
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In Tehran, Iranian Prime 
Minister Mir-Hossein Musavi, 
hinting at possible retaliation, 
called the move provocative and 
said: “Insecurity in the Gulf will 
be much greater than in the 
past.” 

A Baghdad war communique 
said Iraqi warplanes bombed 
Kharg Island, Iran’s main export 
terminal in an Iraqi-p rodaime d 
war zone in the northern Gulf, 
and attacked a “large naval 
target." 

The shipping sources said the 
73,700-deadweight-tonne tanker 
Tenacity, registered in Malta, 
was hit but had no details. One 
source said the vessel might have 
been at Kharg at the time. 


Iraq badly damaged Kharg last 
year in more than 130 raids aimed 
at denying Tehran vital oil re- 
venue to continue its nearly 
seven-year-old war with Bagh- 
dad. The East reported raid on the 
island was on Jan. 3. 

Shipping sources said only two 
to four of the 14 tanker berths at 
Kharg, some 20 miles from the 
Iranian mainland, were still oper- 
ational after last year's onslaught. 

They said the Tenacity was in a 
fleet of tankers used by Iran to 
take oil from Kharg to a 
makeshift terminal at Larak is- 
land in the Strait of Hormuz, at 
the Gulfs entrance, this reducing 
the risk of air strikes on importing 
vessels. 


near Kuwait 

In Tehran, Mr. Musavi 
threatened “crushing blows" 
against U.S. targets in the Gulf 
after t£e Iraqi attack on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Musavi. speaking on 
Tehran Radio, charged Iran “has 
evidence tbat Kuwait provided 
the facilities" for an air strike 
against a tanker, presumably the 
Tenacity, in the northern waters 
of the Gulf at dawn. * 

Mr. Musavi did not elaborate 
on his claim, but the Iranians* 
have in the past charged that 
Iraqi warplanes regularly fly 
through Kuwaiti air space on 
their anti-shipping missions. 

He claimed the attack on the 
tanker was designed to “pave the 
way for America's presence in the 
region.” 

The first of 11 Kuwaiti tankers 
being registered in the United 
States to afford them protection 
from Iranian attacks is expected 
to reach the Gulf by the end of 
the month. 

The Iranians have warned the 
reflagging will not deter them 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Toppled leader of Sharjah 
demands his reinstatement 
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SHARJAH (R) — Sheikh Sultan 
Dm Mohammad A1 Qasshni, who 
rolled Sharjah for 15 years, said 
Saturday the United / Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) could break up un- 
less he was reinstated in power. 

Sheikh Sultan 48, was ousted 
on Wednesday by his 50-year-old 
brother, Sheikh Abdul Aziz, but 
returned from Britain to the 
neighbouring emirate of Dubai to 
contest the issue. 

He said in a statement issued to 
Reuters through an adviser in 
London that events in Sharjah 
could have dangerous repercus- 
sions for the UAE, which over- 
looks vital oil export shipping 
lanes in the southern Gulf. 

“If a ruler can be changed 
suddenly and the federation does 
not step in to stop such a thing 
h ap p enin g, the federation will 
break up,” he said. 

“Id future, any emirate finding 
itself threatened with change may 
seek the help of an outside fore- 
ign-power. This may lead to a 
Central American situation in the 
Gulf.” 

The seven emirates making up 
the UAE, formed is 1971 after 
the withdrawal of British forces 


from the Gulf, maintain strong 
local powers within a fragile fed- 
eration. 

The Supreme Council, the 
highest federal authority, has met 
several times to try to resolve the 
family power struggle and was 


meeting again on Saturday. 

UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Ai N a hay an was 
quoted by the Qatari News Agen- 
cy as saying that the connal was 
to issue a foil statement later 
Saturday. 

Diplomats say Sheikh Zayed, 
ruler of Abu Dhabi, the largest 
emirate, appeared to have given 
tacit support to Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz by not interfering in the 
takeover. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz accused 
Dubai on Friday of threatening to 
reinstate Sheikh Sultan by force 
and said troops along their com- 
mon border had been reinforced. 

But there was no sign of milit- 
ary activity on Saturday along the 
main roads between the two emi- 
rates. Sharjah's international air- 

G jrt reopened to traffic and road 
ocks near the emiri court were 
removed. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz commands 


Vatican rejects criticism 


an emiri guard of about 2,400 
men armed with bazookas, jeep- 
mounted ma chin e guns and heli- 
copters. 

He said Friday he had the full 
support of the ruling family and 
would not step down unless his 
family and people asked him to. 

He accused Sheikh Sultan of 
piling up debts of five billion 
dirhams (S1.4 billion) through 
economic mismanagement and 
corrupt advisers. He also said 
Sheikh Sultan had been aloof and 
unresponsive to the people. 

Sharjah, with a population of 
220,000 is a minor oil and gas 
producer which fell heavily in 
debt in the 1970s and early 1980s 
through ambitious construction 
projects based on grossly optimis- 
tic projections of oil revenue. 

Sheikh Sultan said in his state- 
ment on Saturday the emirate 
was severely affected by last 
year's drop in world oil prices and 
had to reschedule some of its 
loans. 

■ 

But he said “Sharjah’s income 
is now rising with the increase in 
oil prices and there are new fac- 
tors which show much encourage- 
ment.” 
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VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — 
The Vatican expressed surprise 
and sadness on Saturday that 
Pope John Paul's decision to re- 
ceive Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim had drawn opposition 
from Jews. 

In its first official written state- 
ment on the affair since the visit 
was announced last Wednesday, - 
the Vatican also stressed that 
the audience was requested by 
Dr. Waldheim and should be 
seen in the context -of the Vati- 
can’s normal diplomatic relations 
with Austria. 

The June 25 visit will be Dr. 
Waldheim’s first outside Austria 
since his election Last year amid 
accusations by Jewish groups ab- 
out his allege involvement in 
Nazi war crimes. The Austrian 
president, who denies the allega- 
tions, has been effectively banned 
from entering the United States. 

Jewish groups have expressed 
“outrage” over the Waldheim au- 
dience. American Jewish leaders 
doubt that a planned meeting 
with the Pope m Miami at the 
start of his trip to the United 
States in September could now 
take place. 

Hie statement, which Vatican 
sources said stemmed from an 
urgent meeting between the Pope 
and his akles, said the reaction to 
the Waldheim aodience had 
deeply saddened and surprised 


the Holy See. 

It rejected what it called such 
“questions and doubts about the 
consideration and respect by the 
Pope and the Holy See toward 
the Jewish people...” 

The second part of the state- 
ment, which dwelt on diplomatic 
relations between Austria and the 
Vatican, implied that critics of 
the Waldheim visit should under- 
stand the Vatican’s duty of re- 
spect towards all peoples and 
nations. 

It said the Austrians had demo- 
cratically elected Dr. Waldheim, 
who, as secretary-general of the 
United Nations, had undertaken 
missions of great responsibility 
for peace and cooperation. 

“The Austrian president had 
officially expressed his desire to 
a visit of state to the holy 
father as head of the federal 
republic,” the statement said. 

The Vatican had agreed to the 
request in tbe framework of its 
-diplomatic relations with Austria, 
which it called “an andeut and 
noble Catholic population linked 
by long and cordial relations with 
the Holy See.” 

Since the furore over the audi- 
ence began, Vatican spokesmen 

have stressed that the visit was to 
be se en as an official one by a 
head of state is return for the 
Pope’s trip to Austria in 1983, not 
a personal visit. 


in Cairo 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Megiud said Saturday Cairo was 
keen to help remove all obstacles 
to the convening of an interna- 
tional Middle East peace confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid told repor- 
ters after talks with U.N. Under- 
secretary General Marrack 
Go aiding that Egypt, a staunch 
supporter of the proposed confer- 
ence, was “keen to offer every 
assistance to remove all obstacles 
in its way.” 

Mr. Gouldmg, who earlier vi- 
sited Israel, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon to sound out views on 
such a conference, is due to visit 
Tunis on Sunday to meet Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leaders. 

Mr. Goulding said Friday the 
U.N. wanted all concerned par- 
ties to attend a peace conference 
willingly. 

Mr. Goulding told reporters on 
Friday after he arrived tbat he 
had no specific proposals but was 
on a Middle East tour to explore 
die positions of different parties. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid said after 
the meeting that “while Egypt 
seeks to hold an international 
conference, it does not under- 
mine the problems that it faces? 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament has been 
called to convene in an extraor- 
dinary session beginning Tuesday 
to discuss a number of draft laws 
referred to it by the government. 

The call was made by the Low- 
er House's speaker, Mr. Akef Al 
Fayez, following tbe issuance of a 
Royal Decree that gave the go 
ahead for a Parliament session to 
start on June 20. 

A parliament source said that 
there were over 15 draft laws 
pending before Parliament and 
the concerned committees of the 
Upper and Lower Houses had 
discussed them in full. 

In accordance with the statute 
of Parliament the two houses can 
be convened in extraordinary ses- 
sion in compliance with a Royal 
Decree. There have been ex- 
traordinary sessions every year 
since 1984, when Parliament was 
recalled after a 10-year suspen- 
sion. 

Parliament sources told the 
Jordan Times in April that one of 
the expected items on the agenda 
will be the election of a successor 
to Mr. Hanna B anno lira who 
passed away in January. The late 
Bannoura represented the Beth- 
lehem constituency in the Lower 
House. At least 10 candidates are 
vying for the vacant seat. 

According to the Constitution, 
Parliament resumes its regular 
sessions in October after a recess 
that begffii in late February. 

Meanwhile, the government 
was going ahead with a revision 
of lists of voters who registered 
last month to take part in the 
coming election. Also, according 
to Interior Minister Rajai Dajani, 
tbe government will issue voting 
cards to all eligible voters, after 
the lists have been revised. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment has a mandate that ends in 
January, 1988. An extension of 
the present mandate of the House 
or a call for a general election 
depends wholly on a Royal De- 
cree in accordance with the Con- 
stitution. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
on Saturday held a regular session 
chaired by Prime Minister Zaid 
Riiai and decided to unify and 
raise salaries of senior govern- 
ment officials as under: 

— The president of the court of 
appeals, the chief judge, the direc- 
tor of the Audit Bureau and the 
directin' of the Civil Service Com- 
mission: A basic salary of JD 608 
in addition to a post-adjustment 
allowance of JD 500. 

— The directin' of the Prime 
Ministry, tbe president of the 
Jordan Valley Authority, the 
president of the Water Authority 
of Jordan (WAJ), the chief of the 
Legislative Boreas and the prune 
minister’s legal adviser: a basic 
salary of JD 500 plus an allowance 
of 50 per cent of the bask salary 
pins JD 50 post-adjustment allo- 
wance. 

The governors al the Ministry 
of Interior, under-secretaries, 
director generals and secretary- 
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generals at the various ministries, 
and the cabinet secretary: A bask 
salary ranging between JD 340 
and JD 400 with an annual focre- 
ment of JD 10, an allowance of 50 
per cent ot the bask salary and a 
post-adjustment allowance of JD 
50. 

The Cabinet decided to amend 
Article 17 of the civil service 
regulations accordingly. 

In accordance to this decision, 
taken as part of tbe government’s 
drive to upgrade the civil service 
body, tiki salaries of top govern- 
ment officials were unified. 

In another decision, the 
Cabinet approved the principles 
and conditions recommended by 
the Ministry of Finance for the 
application of the registration of 
land and real-estate tax laws per- 
taining to bousing projects ex- 
ecuted by companies ami hanks 
without interest. The decision ex- 
empts the Bousing Corporation, 
tbe Social Security Corporation, 


tbe Urban Development Corpora- 
tion and other bousing co-opera- 
tives from fees levied on real- 
estate sale and registration fees on 
ail housing units. 

Housing projects executed by 
banks and companies would also 
benefit from these exemptions 
provided their housing units do 
not exceed 150 square metres each 
and the sales contract specifies 
that the unit was financed without 
interest. Units exceeding 150 
square metres would pay registra- 
tion fees at a rate per additional 
metre. 

The Cabinet stipulated that in 
all the cases tbe beneficiary be a 
Jordanian and that the bousing 
unit is an apartment or a separate 
house that is fully constructed. 

The Cabinet also approved the 
WAJ budget for 19 SF7 and an 
agreement of finance between the 
government and the Jeddah-based 
Islamic Bank. 


ssad orders hunt for hostages 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad has 
ordered his forces in Lebanon to 
step up efforts to free U.S. hos- 
tage Charles Glass and his 
Lebanese companions, the rela- 
tives of one captive said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Glass, a 36-year-old jour- 
nalist, was seized last Wednesday 
on the southern edge of west 
Beirut, along with a policeman 
and Ali Ossetian, son of Leba- 
non's defence minister. 

Osseiran family sources told 
Reuters the Shi’ite Muslim minis- 
ter, 82-year-old Adel Osseiran, 
telephoned Damascus on Satur- 
day and spoke to Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

They quoted Mr. Khad dam as 
saying Mr. Assad had issued 
orders to Syrian forces in Leba- 
non to “step up efforts and work 
for securing the release of Ali, his 
escort and Glass.” 

Tbe sources said they believed 
Mr. Khaddam ’s assurance was 
important “because it constitutes 
a Syrian intervention at the high- 
est level and will necessarily push 
matters forward.” 


Thev said the Syrian leadership 
in Lebanon had made contact 
with aD “concerned and influen- 
tial parties” to release the kidnap 
victims. 

Earlier Saturday, a source 
dose to the Syrians told Reuters in 
Beirut that Damascus was deter- 
mined to secure the release of the 
three hostages (See page 2). 

Meanwhile, police said tension 
remained high in Beirut's Shi’ite 
suburbs after three people were 
killed and 11 were wounded in 
clashes between the pro-Syrian 
Shi’ite Amal militia and members 
of the Mikdad clan Friday night. 

The Mikdad dan is widely re- 
garded as linked to the pro-Ira- 
nian Hizbollah (Party of God), 
which is believed to be linked to 
kidnappings in Lebanon. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuter 
said most shops stayed shut and 
jeeps mounted with heavy 
maebineguns roamed many 
streets. 

Police said a truce took hold at 
daybreak in the fighting between 
Mikdad gunmen and supporters 
of Akel Hamieh, military com- 
mander of the Amal militia. 

They fought for local do mi- 


Barcelona carbombing jolts Spain 


MADRID (Agencies) — Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
pledged to hunt down extremists 
on Saturday amid national anger 
after 15 shoppers died in a car- 
bomb blast at a Barcelona super- 
market blamed on Basque guer- 
rillas. 

Interior Ministry sources 
quoted by Reuter said the indis- 
criminate attack on civilians 
pointed to a dramatic change of 
tactics by guerrillas who had so 
far avoided hitting crowded pub- 
lic places in their 19-year-old war 
for Basque independence. 

The death toll could rise. 

Two of the 35 people hurt in 
Friday afternoon’s blast at the 
Barcelona supermarket Hipercor 
were fighting for their fives, a 
hospital spokesman said. Six 
more were seriously ill with burns 
over 70 per cent of their bodies. 

“We shall hunt tbe terrorists 
with all legal means within our 
reach,” Prime Minister Gonzalez 
said as he rushed to a meeting 


with Interior Minister Jose Bar- 
rionuevo after cutting short a visit 
to Brazil. 

“One feels rage but the fight 
has to be waged coldly,” he told 
reporters. 

No-one claimed responsibility 
for the attack but politicians and 
security officials said all signs 
pointed to the ETA (Basque 
Homeland and Freedom) guerril- 
la group. If responsibility were 
confirmed, it would be ETA’s 
bloodiest attack to date. 

Telephone callers claiming to 
speak tor ETA gave ai least two 
advai * : warning of the blast and 
police the car blown up in the 
supermarket’s underground car 
park had been stolen in the Bas- 
que town of San Sebastian. 

Several of Spain’s leading 
newspapers Saturday criticised 
police efforts to search for the 
bomb and evacuate the store af- 
ter the telephone warnings. 

Tbe radical Basque political 
party Herri Batasuna (HB), 


which backs ETA and won a seat 
in the European Parliament last 
week, sharply condemned the 
attack but criticised the police 
and tbe management of Hipercor 
for failing to evacuate the super- 
market after the advance warn- 
ings. 

Miguel Aguilar, the father of a 
boy wounded by the blast, said he 
would take tbe supermarket man- 
agement to court. Barcelona's civil 
governor, Ferrari Caidenal. said 
foe supermarket had not been 
cleared because bomb alerts were 
frequent. 

He said the callers did not 
disclose where foe bomb was and 
police could not find it. 

Only hoars after foe Barcelona 
blast, a bomb exploded outside a 
French bank in Pamplona, slight- 
ly injuring a policeman. Police 
sources said it appeared to be 
part of ETA's frequent attacks 
a gains t French businesses to pro- 
test against France's expulsion of 
suspected Basque guemflas. 


South Koreans continue protests 
despite prime minister’s warning 


SEOUL (Agencies) — Twenty 
Buddhist monks were arrested 
and police barred many others 
from entering their temple for a 
protest as tens of thousands of 
South Koreans took to foe streets 
on Saturday despite a govern- 
ment threat of emergency action. 

Scores of grey-robed monks 
gathered near their Chogye Tem- 
ple in the city centre for a plan- 
ned anti-government demonstra- 
tion but riot police sealed the 
entrances. 

Tear-gas filled the air around 
the temple and one monk said 
some of his colleagues had joined 
student protesters in fist-fights 
with helmeted police. Witnesses 
quoted by Reuter said at least 20 
of foe monks were led away by 
police. 

Opposition leader Kim Yonnj*- 

Sam sought a meeting with Presi- 
dent Chun Doo-Hwan, insisting 
that only through such contact 


can the violent demonstrations be 
brought to an end. 

Mr. Chun’s administration 
appeared to be debating whether 
to crack down harshly on the 
demonstrators or make conces- 
sions in an effort to quell foe 
unrest. 

In foe southern port of Pusan, 
several thousand people 
gathered at a main traffic drde 
and hurled rocks at police, who 
replied with barrages from tear- 
gas launchers. 

Demonstrators attempted to 
enter the circle from the half 
dozen streets leading to it, and 
police units ran bock and forth to 
bead them off. Tear-gas was fired 
from multi-barrelled launchers 
and gas grenades were hurled 
freely m the effort to keep even 
small crowds from forming. 

Plainclothes agents, trained in 
martial arts and wearing gas 
masks, charged into the crowds 


that did form to disperse them. 

The government-controlled 
Yonhap news agency reported 
that groups of students also took - 
to the streets in Chongju, 135' 
kilometres south of Seoul, and in 
foe southwest provincial capital 
of Kwangju. 

Saturday's action was foe first 
by the Buddhists since nation- 
wide protests calling for electoral 
reform and the resignation of 
President Chun escalated 10 days 
ago. 

Tens of thousands of demon- 
strators were reported around foe 
country on Saturday, a large 
number for a weekend, with re- 
ports estimating crowds at more 
than 20,000 in Pusan. 

The protests seemed little- 
affected by a stem warning from 
Prime Minister Lee Han-Key, 
who appealed for calm in a 
nationwide television address Fri- 
day night. 


nance, according to police. 

The staccato of gunfire and 
shell blasts echoed across foe 
capital as foe antagonists fought 
from street to street in foe dense- 
ly inhabited suburbs of Roweiss 
and Haret Hreik. 

The sprawling Haret Hreik is 
widely believed to be foe area 
wbere kidnappers are holding 
many of the 25 foreign hostages 
kidnapped since March 1985. 

Although the hostilities are not 
connected with the hostages 
issue, police said many of them 
would have been frightened by 
foe thunderous blasts around 
their secret jails. 

Tbe fighting was close to foe 
residence of Sheikh Mohammed 
Hussein Fadlaliah, the nation's 
most influential Shi'ite cleric and 
spiritual guide of Hizbollah. 

Harek Hreik is outside foe 
control of foe 7,500 Syrian troops 
deployed in west Beirut to curb 
three years of militia anarchy. 

Several radio stations in foe 
capital's eastern and western sec- 
tors said foe hostilities and re- 
newed abductins might force the 
Syrian army to move into foe 
southern suburbs. 


Special 
investigator 
into Karami 
murder 
resigns 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese 
Attorney General Mounif 
Oweidat resigned Saturday as 
special judicial investigator into 
foe assassination of Prime Minis- 
ter Rashid Karami earlier this 
month. 

“My resignation is final," Mr. 
Oweidat told AP when contacted 
by telephone. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Supreme Court President 
Amin Nassar, who named Mr. 
Oweidat to foe post 12 days ago, 
summoned foe 10-member body 
to an extraordinary meeting to 
consider foe sudden resignation. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial word on what led Mr. 
Oweidat, a Sunni Muslim like 
Mr. Karami, to resign. 

Only the previous day Mr. 
Oweidat announced that foe first 
phase of his investigation had 
been completed, and that the 
second phase was about to be gin _ 

“I wfll resign foe moment I feel 
that the investigation is faring 
obstacles,” he had declared Fri- 
day in a televised interview. 

Omar Karami, a brother of the 
late premier, reacted angrily to 
Mr. Oweidat's remarks ana ac- 
cused him in a statement pub- 
lished Saturday of “playing for 
time and joining the procrastina- 
tors." 

Mr. Karami was killed by a 
bomb blast aboard an army heli- 
copter flying him from north 
Lebanon to Beirut June 1. 

Muslim Lebanese leaders have 
accused Israel and the pro-Israeli 
rightist “Lebanese Forces” militia 
of assassinating Mr. Karami in 
collaboration with officers of the 
Christian-led Lebanese army. 

Both foe Lebanese Forces and 
the army command have denied 
the tiiarges. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 


Syria ‘ determined ’ to secure 


release of 3 latest hostages 


Captain of 
Stark, 2 
officers 


BEIRUT (R) — Syria is determined to secure the 
release of U.S. kidnap victim Charles Glass and his 
two Lebanese companions, seized four days ago in 
west Beirut, a source close to the Syrians said 
Saturday. 


"There is a determination that 
this issue should end with the re- 
lease of the three without any 
preconditions,'' the source tola 
Reuters. “All three should be 
freed.” 

Glass, together with Ali 
Osseiran, son of Lebanon's 
Shi'ite Muslim defence minister, 
and a policeman, were seized by 
gunmen on the southern edge of 
Beirut's Muslim sector on 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile police said that 
clashes which erupted Friday 
night in Beirut's mainly Shi’ite 
southern suburbs, where several 
hostages are reported to have 
been held, subsided at dawn 
Saturday. 

They said two people, includ- 
ing a 10-year-old boy, died and 10 
others were injured in grenade 
and macbinegun battles between 
the mainstream Shi'ite Amal mili- 
tia and the Mikdad clan, which is 
linked to the pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God^). 

It was not clear if the fighting 
was in any way connected with 
the kidnappings. A Mikdad fami- 
ly statement published in local 
newspapers Saturday said the 
young men involved in the gun- 
battle did not belong to any poli- 
tical group. 

Glass, 36, was the first fore- 
igner to be kidnapped since more 
than 7,000 Syrian troops de- 
ployed in west Beirut last Febru- 
ary, and his seizure brought to 29 
the total number of foreigners 
missing, believed kidnapped. 


.■.ire. 


The kidnappings, in the Ouzai 
district where Syrian troops nor- 
mally man three checkpoints, has 
embarrassed Damascus in its 
latest attempt to restore order to 
the streets of the dry. 

“The whole issue is that the 
kidnapping has endangered 
security.” the source said. "And 
the forces in charge of security 
will not allow this to happen.’ 1 

He said Friday the kidnappers 
had put out feelers in an attempt 
to make a deal for the captives’ 
release. 

Syrian troops went on full alert 
in west Beirut Friday, and resi- 
dents reported they were sear- 
ching all cars rigorously at dty 
checkpoints. 

Local newspapers said Hizbol- 
lah had placed its fighters on 


alert, also. The militant organisa- 
tion has repeatedly denied any 
involvement in the abduction of 
foreigners in Lebanon. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
FadlaUah, spiritual mentor of 
many Shi’ite militants, said at a 
prayer meeting Friday that his 
co-re iigionists Sad nothing to do 
with Wednesday's seizures. 

"We are not responsible for 
that and refuse (to accept) that 
Muslims be considered responsi- 
ble." he said. 

FadlaUah has urged the release 
of “innocent” hostages. 

In a separate development 
Saturday, the state prosecutor in 
charge of the judicial inquiry into 
the murder of Prime Munster 
Rashid Karami last June 1 said he 
would resign from the probe. 

“My resignation is final and 
irrevocable,” Munif Oweidat told 
Reuters. He did not elaborate. 

In the southern coastal town of 
RmeQeh, Defence Minister Adel 
Osseiran told Reuters there was 
no conceivable justification for 
detaining his son or Glass. 

"Those whom you (kidnap- 
pers) hold are innocent and have 
nothing to do with anything ... 
there is no cause to detain them,” 
the 82-year-old Shi'ite minister 
added. 

Osseiran lost a second son, 
Abdallah, who was killed in a 
family feud in the early 1970s. 

He said he had made contact 
with all leaders, parties and mili- 
tias that might be able to assist in 
securing the three captives’ re- 
lease. 

Osseiran said Friday he had 
been advised that Hizbollah held 
his son, but he told Reuters 
Saturday he could not identify the 
kidnappers or their origin and he 
was not sure if they bad been 
taken to Beirut's Shi'ite southern 
suburbs. 

Meanwhile the Beirut maga- 
zine Ash Shiraa said Friday an 
Iranian actively opposed to kid- 
napping has been abducted in 
Beirut by a powerful ruling fac- 
tion in Tehran. 

It said Mohammad Khatuni 
had been sent on a special mis- 
sion to Beirut and apparently had 
been working against the practice 
of kidnapping mien he fell victim 
to a power-struggle in Iran. 

There was no immediate way 
to verify the report which, if 


confirmed, would bring the num- 
ber of Iranians missing, reported 
kidnapped, in Lebanon to four 
and the total number of fore- 
igners believed abducted to 30. 

Ir anian diplomats in Beirut 
were not available for comment. 

The pro-Syrian magazine, be- 
lieved to have close Iranian con- 
tacts, last November broke the 
Dews of the U.S. arms-for-bos- 
tages deal with Iran. 

“Mohammad Khatuni is not 
just the first Iranian but the first 
revolutionary Iranian to be kid- 
napped by a powerful ruling fac- 
tion in Iran,” the latest edition of 
Ash Shiraa quoted informed 
sources as saying. 

Ash Shiraa first reported Kha- 
timi’s seizure on April 30 but did 
not say when he disappeared. 
The report was not confirmed. 

Ash Shiraa quoted the sources 
as saying: “Every person who 
opposes the direction of this 
powerful ruling force will end up 
with the same fate as that of 
Mohammed Khatuni." 

They said Khafimi had close 
links with Iran's Munster of Re- 
volutionary Guards, Mohsen 
Rafiq-Dust, and opposed the kid- 
napping of foreigners on prin-. 
tipie. 

Rafiq-Dust was a moderate 
and against hostage-taking, the 
magazine said, adding that he had 
sent Khatuni on a specific mission 
to Lebanon. 

Ash Shiraa's sources said: 
“Khatimi’s movements (in 
Beirut) before be was seized indi- 
cate he was working against the 
practice of kidnapping foreigners 
because it was against the Islamic 
Shariah (law), unlike the Iranian 
government's policy.” 

In its November report on U.S. 
arms sales to Iran, Ash Shiraa 
said the Iranian leadership was 
divided between factions led by 
Parliamentary Speaker Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafeanjam and Ayatol- 
lah Hossein-Ali Montazeri. 


relieved 


WASHINGTON (R) —The cap- 
tain of the U.S. frigate Stark and 
his two senior officers have been 
relieved of their posts following a 
missile attack in the Gulf in which 
37 of their crew were killed. 

The U.S. navy announced Fri- 
day night that the three officers 
had been ordered to leave the 
Stark because of lack of confi- 
dence in their performance. 

The navy said it had relieved 
Captain Glenn Brindel of his 
command of the Stark, which is 
being repaired in Bahrain after 
the missie attack by an Iraqi 
aircraft. 


Capt. Brindel, his second in 
command and the tactical action 
officer in charge of the ship's 
defence were ordered to leave 
their missile-damaged ship in the 
Gulf and immediately return to 
the United States. 

Pentagon officials told Reuters 
that no decision had been made 
on whether to court-martial CapL 
Brindel or any other crew mem- 
bers because of the May 17 
attack, in which two Exocet sea- 
sknniqing missiles hit the frigate. 

Under navy tradition, the cap- 
tain of a ship is responsible for 
damage to Ins vessel and for the 
action — or lack of action — of 
his officers. 


Hie decision on a court martial 
will be made by Deforce Secret- 
ary Caspar Weinberger. 

The Defence Department said 
Admiral Carlisle Trost, chief of 
naval operations, had ordered the 
relief of Capt. Brindel, 43, of 
Pittsburgh, Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Raymond Gajan, 32, of 
Rockville, Maryland, and Lieute- 
nant Basil Moncrief, 35, of Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas. 


Ayatollah Montazeri has bees 
named as successor to Iran's spir- 
itual leader. Avatollah RuboUah 


itual leader, Ayatollah RuboUah 
Khomeini. He was described by 
the magazine as a leader opposed 
to U.S. -Iranian arms links. 

In its latest report. Ash Shiraa 
said Khatuni was seized in the Bir 
AJ Abed area of Beirut’s south- 
ern suburbs, a Hizbollah stron- 
ghold. 

It quoted a witness as saying 
Khatimi was grabbed by beamed 
gunmen and that a Hizbollah 
friend of iris was warned not to 
interfere when he began making 
inquiries into Rhatimj’s fate. 


Gajan was the second in com- 
mand on the Stark and Moncrief 
was the tactical action officer. 

The ship's main defences 
against missiles, the high-speed 
Phalanx gun and radar-confusing 
missies, were not fired in the 
night attack on the frigate by an 
Iraqi Miiage' jet fights. 

Capt. Brindel told investigators 
he was not on the bridge or in the 
battle control centre but was on a 
brief “head call” to the toilet in 
his cabin at the time of the attack. 

The United States considered 
die attack accidental. A congres- 
sional report said the ship did not 
identify itself quickly enough and 
failed to defend itself as the plane 
approached. 


Israeli premier arrives in Ivory Coast 


ABIDJAN. Ivory Coast (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has arrived in this West 
African country as part of a two- 
day tour of African nations that 
have re-established diplomatic re- 
lations with Israel. 

The prime minister was greeted 
by President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny at the airport in Yamous- 
soukro. • the country's political 
and administrative capital 250 


m 

kilometres north of Abidjan. 

The government-run newspap- 
er, Fraternite Matin, devoted 
several pages of Friday’s edition 


jargest contracting firms, Sonitr 
is an Israeli-Ivorian company. 


to Shamir's visit, eomhasising the 
dose ties between the two coun- 


dose ties between the two coun- 
tries and the Ivory Coast’s desire 
to stay neutral in the Arab-Israeh 
conflict 

Israel provides technical and 
agricultural assistance to the Iv- 
ory Coast One of the country’s 


The Ivory Coast, which re- 
established relations with Israel 
last year, was one of 29 nations 
that cot relations with Israel after 
the 1973 Middle East war. 


Four other African nations 
have re-established relations with 
Israel: Zaire, Togo, Liberia and 
Cameroun. 


Capt Brindel was ordered to 
report to a desk job at the Nor- 
folk, Virginia, Atlantic Fleet 
headquarters to await disposition 
of the case. Gajan and Moncrief 
will report to Mayport, Florida, 
naval base. 

Capt Brindel, promoted to the 
rank of captain last January and 
scheduled to leave the Stark this 
summer, will be replaced as the 
ship’s captain by Commander 
John Noll of Wayne, New Jersey, 
who has been scheduled to take 
the post for months. 

CapL Brindel bad been ex- 
pected to sail the damaged Stark 
home next month. 
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Saudis ‘to permit’ wider U.S. surveillance in Gulf 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia bas agreed to per- 
mit sophisticated U.S. radar sur- 
veillance planes operating from 
Saudi bases to extend their pat- 
rols over the Gulf, the New York 
Times reported Saturday. 

The paper, citing unnamed 
U.S. officials, said the plan in- 
cludes expanded escorts by Saudi 
F-15 fighters for the radar planes, 
known as AWACS, for airborne 
warning and control system. 

The AWACS deal, which com- 
es at the request of die UJS. 
administratiou, is intended to 
beef up die defence of U.S. 
warships escorting Kuwaiti oil 
tankers through the Gulf. 

According to officials quoted 
by the Tunes, the Saudi agree- 
ment was conveyed in a letter 
from King Fahd which was hand- 
ed to President Reagan Friday by 
the Saudi ambassador to 
Washington. 

The agreement comes despite 
last week’s withdrawal in the face 


of congressional opposition of a 
White House plan to sell 1,600 


White House plan to sell 1,600 
Maverick air-to-ground missiles 
to Saudi Arabia. 


Opposition to the sale came 
from lawmakers fearful the mis- 
siles — designed for anti-tank 
warfare — could be used against 
Israel and angry that Saudi fight- 
ers took no action against an Iraqi 
jet that attacked the U.S. frigate 
Stark last month. 

The advanced AWACS planes, 
crammed with radar and electro- 
nic monitoring equipment, can 
track airborne planes, warn 
friendly forces and guide attacks. 


the arrangement but that h£ cx 
pected a positive Saudi ansr.^, 
the coming days. 

The deal would involve 
broadening the existing patrols of 
the AWACS to include the entire 
Gulf region. 


This would enable the United 
States to monitor Iranian threats 
against 31 reflagged Kuwaiti oil 
tankers and the U.S. navy ships 
accompanying the vessels for pro- 
tection. The U.S. protection 
arrangement is scheduled to be- 
gin next month. 


In Washington, U.S. officials 
said Friday the United States and 
Saudi Arabia are nearing agree- 
ment cm the U.S. request to 
expand the scope of airborne 
surveillance patrols over the 
Gulf. 

One official, who asked not to 
be named, said Saudi Arabia was 
still checking technical aspects of 


The State Department official 
said Saudi Arabia had ‘‘expressed 
its displeasure” over the suspen- 
sion of the Maverick sale, but 
denied tbs was holding up the 
agreement over the expanded 
AWACS patrols. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Phyllis Oakley said the 
talks with Saudi Arabia were 
“going smoothly and we believe 
that we and the Saudis will work 


blit a favourable arrangement 

.«y soon." 

Mrs. Oakley praised the Mid- 
dle Eastern kingdom as a ‘'de- 
pendable security partner,” but 
declined to give examples of 
Saudi cooperation with the Un- 
ited States on Gulf security. 

The Reagan administration has 
urged the Saudis and other mem- 
bers of the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council to participate in a 
coordinated plan to protect ship- 
ping in the region from Iranian 
missile attacks. 

But so far, the Gulf states have 
failed to offer any concrete help. 
Bahrain announced last week 
that it would refuse the United 
States landing rights on its terri- 
tory. 

Saudi Arabia carries out 
routine AWACS flights — man- 
ned mostly by U.S. crews — and 
provides air cover with F-15 fight- 
er jets. Until now the patrols 
have covered only Saudi territory 
bordering the Gulf waters. 


Iraq likely to 


By Philip Shehadi 

Reuter 


gain from efforts to end Gulf war 

OU exports are set to rise in experts with direct knowledge erf Diplomat! 


BAGHDAD — Iraq stands to 
reap diplo mati c rains from cur- 
rent international moves to end 
its war with Iran whilst its military 
and economic prospects are also 
improving, say officials and diplo- 
mats here, 

“A number of factors have 
combined to produce a new air of 
confidence in Baghdad,” said a 
Western diplomat. “For the mo- 
ment, things appear to be moving 
their way. 


Oil exports are set to rise in 
September when a new pipeline 
through Turkey comes an stream, 
increasing Iraq’s ability to finance 
its war effort. 

With the May 17 Stark attack 
underscoring the hazards of the 
war to Gulf shipping, the United 
States led a drive m the U.N. 
Security Council to pass a resolu- 
tion aimed at ending it. 


tiie fighting say Iraqi forces per- 
formed well around Basra. 


formed well around Basra. 

They showed a more efficient, 
decentralised command structure 
than in previous setbacks — the 
loss of the Iraqi port of Fao early 
in 1986 and an ultimately unsuc- 
cessful attempt to seize the Ira- 
nian town of Mahran on the 
central front in June 1986, the 
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experts say. 

Mr. Zanawi said the Iraqi de- 
fence of Basra had “broken the 
back of Iranian ibices for the 
foreseeable future” — a claim 
Iraq has made in the past. 

But Western experts say a fresh 
Iranian offensive rs unlikely until 
the autumn if only because of the 
heat, which can reach SO degrees 
C (122 F) in the southern and 
central fronts. 

Until then, the two sides are 
■likely to main tain a low-level 


The attack by Iraqi planes last 
month on the U.S. frigate Stark, 


which Baghdad said was an acci- 
dent, proved the catalyst for a 
flurry of diplomatic efforts aimed 
at ending the seven-year-old con- 
flict. 

Iraqi officials hope they will 
lead to a United Nations Security 
Council resolution closely reflect- 
ing their own concept of a peace 
settlement. 

At the same time, experts say 
Iraq appeals to hold the military 
edge after successfully resisting a 
prolonged Iranian assault earlier 
this year on its southern city of 
Basra. 

Baghdad recently received 
shipments of Soviet MiG 23 fight- 
er jets, T62 and T72 tanks and 
Brazilian armoured personnel 
carriers to replace those lost in 
the fighting, the experts said. 


Diplomats expect the resolu- 
tion to repeat previous U.N. calls 
for a ceasefire, withdrawal of 
forces to international boundaries 
and a full exchange of prisoners 
— all of which have already been 
accepted by Iraq and rejected by 
Iran. 

The new element would be 
possible sanctions against any 
party that rejected it. 

"Even if Iran again rejects the 
resolution that would show Iran is 
in the wrong and defying the will 
of the international community, ” 
Iraq's Foreign Ministry Under- 
secretary Wisam Al Zahawi told 
Reuters. 

Diplomats said Iraq had long 
sought to focus greater interna- 
tional attention on the war in the 
hope of pressuring Tehran into 
peace talks and squeezing its 
aims sources. 

On the .-ground, most military 


artillery duel with the Iraqi side 
supported by air strikes. The ex- 


S srts say Iranian forces east of 
asra ultimately advanced no 


Basra ultimately advanced no 
more than a few hundred metres 
during four months of intense 
fighting in which Iraq, lost some 
15,000 soldiers and Iran three 


times as many. 
Irani officials 


Iraqi officials say Iranian forces 


Diplomats say the mam focusi 
of Iraqi concern is now the north, 
where cooler temperatures could 
permit an Iranian offensive and 
where Tehran-backed Kurdish 
rebels have been attacking army 
outposts. 

Mr. Zahawi said there had 
been “isolated acts of sabotage by 
Kurdish elements that are Iranian 
agents” but Tehran has claimed 
dozens of Kurdish guerrilla 
attacks in recent months. 

Iraq’s 3.5 milli on Kurds were 
granted autonomy in 1974 but 
two rebel groups — the Kurdish 
Democratic Party and the Patrio- 
tic Union for Kurdistan — united 
last year to fight for greater local 
powers. 

Diplomats say Baghdad has 
been dealing harshly with the 
rebels and some villages sus- 
pected of harbouring them have 
been razed with inhabitants 
moved to camps outside the main 
Kurdish cities of Irbii and 
Kirkuk. 

But Saiah Mokhtar, director of 
foreign information at the In- 
formation Ministry, said the re- 
ports were false. 

“It could happen that some 
border villages are affected by 


are now 20 kilometres east of fighting between Iraqi and Ira- 
Basra but some diplomats put man troops, but I deny categor- 
them as dose as 12 kilometres, on ically* reports of the deliberate 
the east bank-, of -Fish Lake, . an ■ destruction by Iraq of .villages in 
Iraqi defence. northern Iraq,” he said. 


Hamadei lawyer prepares for W. German trial 



BONN (Agencies) — The lawyer 
for suspected Lebanese terrorist 
Mohammad Ali Hamadei, whom 
Washington is demanding be ex- 
tradited, will return from the 
United States Sunday with mate- 
rial for use in a possible trial in 
West Germany, her husband said 
Saturday. 

Haus-Burkbardt Steck told 
Reuters his wife, Gabriele Steck- 
Bromme, had flown to Miami on 
June 10 to study evidence in the 
1985 hijacking of a Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) plane in which 
her diem is accused of air piracy 
and murder. 

U.S. demands for Hamadei's 
extradition from West Germany, 
where he was arrested in posses- 


sion of explosives last January, 
have been stalled by the kidnap- 
ping in Beirut of two West Ger- 
mans seized in a bid to force 
Hamadei's release. 

In a telephone interview, Steck 
said his wife's research was in 
preparation for a West German 
rrial but declined to say where she 
had gathered material. 

“A trial here now looks a little 
more likely. After all we don't 
know what kind of consequences 
there would be if there was to be 
an extradition,” he said. He de- 
clined to elaborate. 

The ‘Bonn government fears 
that the two West Germans, 
Rudolf Cordes and Alfred 
Schmidt, would be killed in re- 


venge if Hamadei were delivered 
into U.S, hands. 

A majority of the U.S. Senate 
Friday urged West Germany to 
extradite Hamadei for trial in the 
United States. 

A resolution by 65 of the 100 
senators warned that any ex- 
change of Hamadei for the hos- 
tages was unacceptable and 
would damage relations between 
the two countries. 

Bonn has said it win decide 
next week whether to extradite 
Hamadei or try him in Frankfurt. 

Some senators criticised the 
White House and the State De- 
partment for failing to apply 
enough pressure on West Ger- 
many. 


Chad victory 
in north 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan bas hailed Chad's 
defeat of Libyan forces, but he 
and Chadian President Hissene 
Habra say the desert nation still 
faces a threat. 


Libya’s intervention in Chad 
and the humbling of its forces last 
March by Mr. Habra's desert 
fighters topped the agenda in 
White House talks between the 
two men Friday as Mr. Habre 
began a five-day official visit to 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


22 JO Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
23M Bangkok 


EMERGENCIES 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tormina! 2) 


77ns information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infonnabon depart- 
ment at the OBeen Ah International 
Airport TeL (08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
(Terminal 1) 


OfeOQ 

99-JO 

18-JO 

1130 

14:80 

14:05 

ISM 


18:15 Muscat (add.) (RJ) 

18:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

18:15 C&idIRJ] 

18-J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

itrft Jeddah (RJ) 

IMS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1186 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:25 London (RJ) 

1JL38 Cairn. Aoaba (RJ) 

Ufc50 .... New York, Am^erdsm (RJ) 

IW8 Paris(RJ) 

IMS Frankfurt (RJ) 

IMS Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

IMS Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

(RJ) 

1*38 Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

21:45 Tonis (add.) (RJ) 

80£5 Baghdad (RJ) 


ISM 

IMS 

IfcM 

1*20 

18J0 

2040 

22:48 


Frankfort (LH) 

Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

Rome (AZ) 

Larnaca. Berlin (IF) 

Tripoli (LN) 

Cairo (MS) 

Bahrain. Abu Dfaabt, Muscat 
<GF) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Dubai (EX.) 

Athens (Oa) 

Baghdad (IA) 

Sana’a (LH) 

Kuwait (add.) (KU) 


Amman goveraorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence lrt»d .... 271293, 273131 

Cml Defence Ouweisnieh 770733 

Civil Defence Dor Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade..,. 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civi] Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 8963907 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Munkqul water complainls 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti, Airport (08)53330/60 


Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 6(2311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 22 

Jordanand Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdnl Hadi Tayyem 620115 

Dr. Anwar AlHaj 771020 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim Khaieel 

9 9629* 

Dr. Hkfaam Kana'au 790286 


PRAYER TIMES 


HOSPITALS 


MdO Fajr 

05:27 (Sunrise) Doha 

12J8 Dbufar 

16:18 ‘Asr 

19:48 Maghreb 

21JS ‘Isha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


OTHER PLIGHTS (Tormlnal 2) 


Saturday rates 


0*fc55 Berlin. Larnaca (IF) 

0:45 Kuwait (LN) 

13:28 Cairo (MS) 

13 JO Jeddah (SV) 

13:40 Muscat, Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(OF) 

14J5 Kuwait (KU) 

15:08 Dubai (EK) 

17:38 Baghdad (I A) 

1735 Athens (OA| 

19:18 Frankfurt (LH) 

2fc25 Kuwait (add. )(kU) 

(Nk45 London, Cairo (BA) 


Local seO/bay rates in fDs 


B el gian franc 89 J i 

Dutch guilder 164.6/ 

French franc 55 Jl 

Italian lira 25.7 / 


90.5 

166.3 

56 

26 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaEcfiMatennty, J. Aran... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaQus,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

Ucuverrity Hospital 84584*65 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AhH. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, At-Muhajieen 777101/3 

AJ-Badrir, J, Ashra&eh 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674(55 


AlSalam Pharmacy — 636730 

Netraukh Pharmacy 723672 

Fhas pharmacy J 661912 

Hisnawi pharmacy 845376 

KhaM pharmacy 778653 

AlFerdows pharmacy 668643 

Al Saheb pharmacy 668056 


TAXIS: 

Al Abram taxi 663911 

Venecia taxi 644584 

PeJestuetaxi 671473 


Mehyartaxi 644574 

Khayyam taxi 841577 

Jordan taxi ..... 623QS& 

Asemtaxi 844503 


Dr. Fawaz Momad 




Japanese yen (for 100) 


234/ 236.7 


Swedish crown -.... 53.4/ 53.9 

Swiss franc 222.9/ 225.4 

U.K. sterling pound 546.4/ 552.7 

U.S. dollar 339.4/ 342 

W. German mark 1853/ 187 3 


GENERAL 





342 

U7J 


Jordan Television .-. 773111/19 


Dr. Wafid Halasa 982299 

Bdal pharmacy (— ) 

Shaxa pharmacy — 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) fltahta 

fT«nninal 1) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 



1 2M 
1230 


21:80 

21:15 

22:15 


Aqaba 

Tunis, Casablanca 

Vienna, New York 

Tunis (add.) 

Cairo 

Kuwait 

Dubai, Muscat 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi 

. Bagh da d 

Larnaca 

Cairo 

Damascus 


It : win be fine, with northwesterly 
moderate winds. In Aqaba, winds wifi 
be northerly moderate and rahn <**. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


Mmimax. team. 
15/26 




Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 17/33 

Jordan Valley 21/34 


IMIMlMlU 


Yesterday's tugb temperanucs: Am- 
man 27. Aqaha 38. Humidity reading?; 
Amman 33 per cent, Aqaba 18 per 


Ejppe nfowgr price, in 6k per Jht • 

A^pflOOt lflttinf*tMMiM<aaiaaai 7J0 / 

Apple (Leh m Ofr A Tttrta&h) 300 / 25G . 

Apple 420 / 350 

Bftnfltt ft lutiiwtcniMuiMiHMaH 320 / 280 
Banana (Mukanunar)... ... 770/220 

Pja ttr , .. j .i.». l m.Hnii.i..i 240/200 

Cabbage — 110/80 

Carnot 230/100 

Can&flowcr 120/90 

CMcamhm ..^.._MD / 1Q0 

Eggplant (large) — . — ^200/460 ' 


■ Gallic 


509 / 400- 


Umou . — ^ 168/120. 

.Malta* 90 /« 

Marrow j. _U._„140/ 100 

Omoa(r&yy. — 110/ TD 
OiaageflocaJ) mi 100 

Okra 450 /4» 

Fiaf\ ............... 350/ JOft 

Feacfam 1000 / 850 

Pfeppmr ffiot),. / ISO 

Pepper (sweet), mm ■< H«l M«»S m'm .no;;® 

. a:-- 170/ 1® 

JJaddbh -2287 » 

-Sweetmetoa 

-Itautm? U2 y- * ^ mtrj.sp 
Vine leiv«^^;....„_-^.„300/ 250 
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Amin Al Husseini named RJ deputy 


succeeds him 



■ r ^4K]5> 


AMMAN (J-T.) ; — Captain 

Amin Al Husseini, director of tbe 
Gvil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
has been appointed deputy to tbe 
chief executive of Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) airline, according to RJ 
sources Saturday. 

Mr. Husseini, a veteran pilot 
with RJ, vriH P ut in charge of the 
airline’s .technical, airport, pas- 
senger, maintenance, training 
and cargo services, according to 
the- sources. 

Renter news agency said that 
Mr. Husseini wfll be succeeded 
by Mr. Mahmoud Balqaz who 
re sign ed last week as RJrs direc- 
tor general .following a service of 
three years in fab post. 

RJ Board Chairman Ali Gban- 
doiv told .the Jordan Times last 
Mtmdaytbat the national earner 
w^ nrtdgrgOEag modernisation in 
ive procedures that 




Amin AJ Husseini 

would involve reforms in the 
system. 

Mr. Ghandoar said that re- 
forms within the airline's admi- 
nistrative procedures would in- 
dude a regrouping of vice presi- 


Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz 

dents and other administrative 
measures aimed at improving the 
performance of the national car- 
rier. He said the position of RJ 
director general would be 
retained by himself. 





receives Brunei minister 
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AMMAN (Petra} — Minister of 
Awigfaf and Iriamic^ Affairs Abdul 
Am -Al - Khayyat Saturday re- 
ceived Minisie.r of Religious 
Affairs faTBrunei Haj Moham- 
mad Zem-and cfiscussed with him 
ration and.coordination be- 
twepu 4 hfi_l^^ro tin tries in reti- 
gious and catoxal fields. 

Bhfi ^hayyat_ explained his 
minist ry^- activities and goals. 

He.^alsto reviewed Jordan’s 
efforts ^aimed at supporting the 
stea^astness- of Arab titizens in 
the pe enpied Arab territories and 
the. muristryk role in supporting 
holy ^feres'" there through the 
estabHsfamentG^ Islamic schools 

Dr^^^fyat . also outlined 
woifc'b^ "carried out by the 
A^ MflS^» jaad the Dome of tbe 
Rode iestofatiptt .committee to 



Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat (left) 
receives tbe Brunei minister of religious affairs, Hsy Mohammad Zein 
on Saturday. The Brunei minister is here to discuss religions and 
cultural cooperation between hs country and Jordan (Petra photo). 


Delegates for 

illiteracy panel 
begin arriving 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A conference 
by under secretaries of ministries 
of education in Arab countries 
opens in Amman tomorrow; de- 
legates to the five-day meeting 
started arriving in Amman on 
Saturday. 

The under secretaries of the 
ministries of education in North 
Yemen and Oman have arrived 
and were met by senior officials 
from the Ministry of Educarion. 
led by Dr. Radi Waqfi, the 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Education, who will lead Jor- 
dan's delegation. 

The meeting is being organised 
in conjunction with tile United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). UNESCO said on 
Wednesday that the meeting will 
devise ways to combat illiteracy 
in the Arab World which once 
ranked second after Africa in the 
ratio of illiterates to the popula- 
tion in the world, but now has 
moved to first place. 

UNESCO educational special- 
ist Abdel Wahed Yousef told a 
press conference that Jordan's 
illiteracy ratio remained the 
lowest in the Arab World. 

Referring to the meeting, he 
said that the under secretaries 
will review educational develop- 
ment in the Arab states since the 
1977 Abu Dhabi conference 



WAJ signs $2m contract 
for U.S. technical aid 


of tbe Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ), Mohammad S. 
Keilani. and representatives of two American companies sign an 
agreement for tec hnic al cooperation and assistance on water projects 
on Saturday. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Amer- 
ican companies have signed a 
contract with the Water Author- 
ity of Jordan ( WAJ ) for technical 
assistance in the field of domestic 
water services, wastewater treat- 
ment and water quality moni- 
toring. 

Under the agreement, the Wa- 
ter Authority will receive $2 mil- 
lion from the United Slates 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) to develop 
and institutionalise its manage- 
ment and technical capabilities. 

Specifically, this financial sup- 
port will proride a training com- 
ponent for WAJ employees in 
management, operation and 
maintenance of water networks, 
pumping stations, and treatment 


process facilities. 

This assistance constitutes the 
last phase of the S2! million 
USAID-sponsored Water Sys- 
tems and Services Management 
Project. Previous phases of this 
six-year programme supported 
engineering design, construction, 
and construction supervision for 
water and wastewater systems in 
ten Jordanian cities. 

The agreement was j-Lne. on 
June 20 by the president of the 
Water Authority, Mr. Moham- 
mad S. Keilani. and representa- 
tives of the two U.S. firms. 
CH2M Hill International and 
Montgomery Brown and Cald- 
well, which ’will proride in-coun- 
try training. 


Agricultural marketing 
symposium gets under way 


AMMAN (Petra) — The second 
symposium on agricultural and 
food marketing in the Arab 
World and the role of agricultural 
products in achieving food secur- 
ity began here Saturday. 

The four-day symposium is dis- 
cussing working papers on Arab 
agricultural marketing policies, 
Arab agreements regulating the 
flow of agricultural commodities 


preserve these holy places. 

He also spoke about Israeli 
actions against these holy places. 
The visiting minister paid tri- 


bute to the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s efforts in this field and 
said that he would report back to 
his country about these efforts. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab book exhibition opens 

■ ■ • %■ ■ ■ ■ 

— ■ j ■ / 

. AMM^N (Petra) An exhibition of books by writers from Iraq, 
Lebanon, Tunisia and Jordan was opened here Saturday by Dr. 
Mbusa KtriJani, director general of the Department of Press and 
PuhlirarionSi - The books, which have been issued by different 
publishing houses in tbe Arab World, will remain on display for 
twoweefc£ The. opening ceremony was attended by Dr. Ahmad 
S^±as^dfaector general of die Department of Libraries, Docu- 
mentation, and National Archives, and an audience of intellectuals 
and myqetf guests. 
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..AMMAN (Petra) — The government has approved the program- 
me of cultural cooperation signed between Jordan and Romania. 
: The programme provides for cultural and scientific cooperation 
-.Between the two countries for the years 1987-1990 in training and 
'technology fields. It also provides for the exchange of experiences 
_and visits by officials and university professors from both 
Countries. . 

Bafchqan leaves for Tunis 

^ 1 ' - - 

1 % ■ •' “ • 

AMMAN' (Petra) — Minister of Transport Ahmad Dakhqan 
'leaves Amm an today for Tunis to take part in a meeting by the 
executive office of the Council of Arab Ministers of Transport 
wfaicfiis due to open on June 23. The ministers are expected to 
pan- Arab Strategy on transport and to study the 
-mpfcmen ration of earlier resolutions taken by the Arab ministers 
: tifctransporL . ... 


:V /a 


Symposium 

discusses 

investments 

for Islamic 
banks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A sympo- 
sium on investment strategies for 
Islamic banks resumed meetings 
at the Jordanian Academy for 
Arabic 'fit Ainmtfh'ori Saturday, 
and reviewed a working 'paper by 
Di. Awsaf AbmadftoiDLlbe Isla-. 
mic Centre for Research and 
Training, dealing with credit 
offered by Islamic banks. 

The paper dealt also with the 
Islamic banks operations, and 
employing deposits for invest- 
ment in businesses and sharing 
profits with depositors instead of 
interest given by other banks. 

Another paper by Dr. Moham- 
mad Abdul Halim Omar from Al 
Azhar University in Cairo out- 
lined the basic services of tbe 
Islamic banks. 

- The symposium, which was an 
offshoot of the six-day meeting of 
the Royal Academy foe Islamic 
Gvilisation Research (Al al Bait 
Foundation) which ended in Am- 
man Friday. 


Agricultural credit panel 
groups 1 7* Arab countries 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-week 
regional symposium on agricultu- 
ral credit opened in Amman 
Saturday. Delegates from 17 
Arab countries, including Jordan, 
are taking part in the meetings in 
which modern trends in agricultu- 
ral credit administration will be 
discussed. 

Dr. Burhan Sharabi, deputy 
director of the Agricultural Cre- 
dit Corporation (ACC), addres- 
sed the first session outlining the 
objectives of the symposium and 
reviewing the work of the ACC in 


Jordan and its services to the 
Jordanian farmers. 

He also spoke about the Near 
East North Africa Regional 
Agricultural Credit Association, 
which is organising the sympo- 
sium. He said the association now- 
groups 33 organisations involved 
in giving credit to farmers in 
agricultural fields. 

The 20 participants will be 
visiting the ACC headquarters 
and agricultural projects during 
their symposium. 


53 noncommissioned 
police officers promoted 


AMMAN (Petra) — A ceremony 
was held Saturday for promoting 
53 noncommissioned police offic- 
ers .after completing- 12 *yCart' 
service .during^ which- uiey re- 
ceived police training and studied 
laws and legislations pertaining to 
police work. 

The ceremony was held under 
the patronage of Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director 
Abdul Hadi Al MajaB who made 
an address on the occasion in 
which he said that the PSD was 
going ahead with plans for de- 
veloping the police force in Jor- 
dan with a view to coping with 


social development in the King- 
dom and modem trends in police 
work. ' 1 

,, He - -•said' that , was 

continuing a process of modernis- 
ing its communications equip- 
ment and police cars. 

Lt.-Gen. Majali called on the 
new graduates to improve the 
quality of police work and to act 
as a link between the government 
and the public. Senior PSD offi- 
cials attended the ceremony dur- 
ing which the graduates took the 
oath before embarking on their 
duties. 


Transport ministers to meet in Tunis 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will take part in the meetings of the 
Arab Transport Ministers'* Council’s executive board, which will 
be held in Tunis on June 23. Representing Jordan at the meetings 
will be Transport Minister Ahmad Dakhqan. The ministers will 
discuss issues pertaining to facilitating movement of vehicles and 
unification of transport regulations in the Arab World. 


inside Arab markets, as well as 
problems facing agricultural 
marketing policies. 

The symposium has been orga- 
nised by the Arab organisation 
for agricultural development in 
cooperation with the World 
Bank’s Centre for Economic De- 
velopment. 

The first symposium, which en- 
ded here on Thurslday, discussed 
working papers by Arab and fore- 
ign experts on the experience of 
some Arab countries in the agri- 
cultural marketing and produc- 
tion field and the need for setting 
up the infrastructure for Arab 
strategic storage projects and the 
efforts being exerted to streng- 
then Arab marketing power in 
the world cereals market. 


Italian experts survey 
tourism sites in Irbid 


IRBID (Petra) — Italian experts 
have been employed to help draw 
up plans for stimulating tourism 
and to organise cities in Irbid 
Governorate. These experts have 
already curried out a survey of 
archaeological and tourist sites in 
the governorate. according to 
Irbid Governor Akram Al 
Nasser. 

The governor, who was speak- 
ing at a meeting to discuss the 
govemorate's five-year plan, said 
that officials in charge of the 
implementation of the plan have 
been taking measures to intensify 
work in the fields of tourism and 
agriculture. Plans have been 
made for planting forests and 
fruii trees, and steps have been 


taken to build dams to store rain 
water for irrigation purposes. 

Mr. Nasser referred to a report 
prepared by a team of experts 
which suggested the formation of 
a common sen ices council for 
Irbid and neighbouring towns and 
villages and a regional plan to 
develop outlying regions and 

budgets allocated for those pur- 
poses. 

The meeting was attended by 
members of the executive and 
legislative bodies of the Irbid 
Governorate, who include among 
others Parliament deputies of the 
Iibid constituency and mayors of 
different (owns in the governo- 
rate. 


Colours, space of gallery complement 
exhibition of French artist’s work 


By Meg Abu Hanidan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the red, white 
and black architectural gallery of 
the Riyadh Centre, this week are 
the red, while and black paintings 
of M. Jany Bourdais, director of 
the French Cultural Centre. 
Complementing not only the col- 
ours of the gallery but also the 
space's, feeling of organised sim- 
p^ry~/the/.paintings are the cul- 
mination of many months re- 
search —“research that has led to 
paintings so rational and econo- 
mical that virtually every line 
assumes a meaning. 

Each of the 13 images is in fact 
an homage to one of the various 
influences on the artist's way of 
thinking. Some are direct tributes 
like the ones to the singers Ray 
Charles and Katherine Ribeiro, 
to the writer Crevel, to the sur- 
realist artist, Magritte, and to the 
engineer Mr. Eiffel. 

Otheis are more obtuse, like 
the one to Freud and to the writer 
Henry De Monfreid who wrote 
about Ethiopia. 

Obvious or not, they give an 
insight into the artist's leanings 
and direction but not strangely 
into his character for the paint- 


ings remain coldly detached and 
unemotional. 

These figurative paintings are a 
new departure for Bourdais. who 
since leaving the Sorbonne where 
he studied fine arts for five years, 
has been a totally abstract artist 

m 

along very minimal lines. 

After holding three exhibitions 
in Paris. Bourdais went to 
Ethiopia for three years to teach 
architectural drawing and 
draughtsmanship. There, due to 
tbe hardship he saw all around 
him,- Bourdais found he could -not 
paint. 

It wasn't until he came to Am- 
man that he began to paint again 
and this time figuratively. The 
figures drawn either in black or in 
a kind of stippling reminiscent of 
computer drawings, are however 
only a small pan of the painting 
— a fact he draws attention to by 
confining them in and around the 
squares that dominate the com- 
positions. 

A psychological symbol for the 
whole person, the square for 
Bourdais is also a very important 
form. "The circle." he says, ‘‘can 
be found in nature, but tbe 
square is of purely human manu- 
facture. It is also a very objective 
form, it doesn't say anything on 


its own. it is merely a support, a 
background. 

“Furthermore, the square is 
universally recognised — every- 
one knows it has four equal sides 
and this means they all start from 
the same basis." 

The square thus performs 
many different functions. By 
cutting and offsetting it, Bourdais 
achieves various compositional 
effects, for example the idea of 
openings, of windows, of pictures 
within' pictures-. 

It is also within the squares that 
Bourdais actually paints, leaving 
die evidence of this action with 
thick brush strokes which break 
the boundaries of the square sud- 
denly stopping to reveal the pap- 
er beneath. 

By these brushstrokes, by leav- 
ing some of the original surface 
free of pigment. Bourdais wants 
to remind us, to draw our atten- 
tion to the fact that these are 
paintings, not slices of life or an 
expression of the outside world.. 

And the red. white and black? 
White and black are all the col- 
ours together and so for Bourdais 
they are the symbol of painting, 
while red is th~ symbol of life. 

The exhibition runs until June 
26. 



Iraq resumes raids on shipping in Gulf 




^otkdaued from page 1) 




&& r _j . 

■ -■ " - 

rDl-TT l 
? 

* " V 


IJb 1 


■ 5 . 

$ 


- $ 
---fe 


r-4 


■tfs 

r. / 

1 



- fq S ^^ ittjng ■ ■ Kuwaiti vessels or 
fEusjje;.' trading' with the emirate. 
Tehran charges Kuwait aids Iraq 
■fai The^war. - -- - 
- Saturday's Iraqi raid ended a 
monih-Jong moratorium on 
. attacks on Gulf shipping, 
apparently imposed by Baghdad 

: ^ifae'confosion following its mis- 
aVtaid on the U.S. frigate Stark 

- “ : May. n:~_ ' 

Ti&ty-seven American sailors 
werg .kUlPit in that attack, which 
Baghdad said was .accidental. 

- -Dipldn^ts had interpreted the 
^^’in'-Eraqi raids as a sign that 
Baghdad supported current 
WestCra ' efforts at the United 
^fio&s'tb bring, in an effective 
Kso&dbn to stop the war. 

-Bui Iraqi leaders insisted Bagh- 
dadfc .poBcy bacL not changed. 
“TTte- temporary halt did not 
ysa a; a 'change, in predetermined 
strategy “ a sehi or official told 
'Renters in -Baghdad. 

- 1 -Jra'qi attacks against 
~ Qttray ships and vital economic 

oU - targets are part of a 
instant strategy,” he said. 

TheJraqijVews Agency (INA) 
quotedamnitary- c nrnrm miqiie as 
saying that “today’s two strikes 
ate m'lme TOth tbe implementa- 
of: Iraq’s -'resolve to deprive 
ttefaamaiv re gim e of all wicked 
roans that enable it to continue 
me' ■war;”'-- : : . 

. ^^■anot^Fdeyelopment, Gulf- 
marine salvage officials re- 
P°nedfhatthe 247,408-ton Libe- 
' ^ ^^ertanker Stena Explorer 
mttf mmsvdff tbe Kuwaiti coast 
Jjd ^-a ftCT-feaymg the emirate's 
A 1 with a cargo 
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was not believed to 
damaged. . 
tanker hit by 
Iran’s Re- 


volutionary Guards have mined 
the shipping lanes into Al Ahma- 
di in recent weeks. Gulf shipping 
sources have reported. 

The U.S. naval hydrographic 
office in Washington has warned 
American ships to “exercise ex- 
treme caution” in Kuwait’s ship- 
ping channels because of the 
mining. 

Tehran's Islamic Republic 
News Agency reported that the 
deputy parliament speaker, 
Mohammad Yazdi, on Friday in- 
spected Revolutionary Guards 
naval bases on Larak Island and 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

The agency did not elaborate. 
But Iran has deployed Chinese- 
made Silkworm anti-ship missiles 
in the strait. 

The United States has ordered 
a naval buildup in the Gulf since 
the Stark affair and is planning to 
give protection to half of 
Kuwait's tanker fleet now being 
re-registered under the American 
flag. 

The United Slates said Friday 
Kuwait was also discussing plans 
to lease privately-owned U.S. 
rankers to transport oil through 
the Gulf. 

State Department spokesman 
Phyllis Oakley told reporters the 
United States expects to conclude 
very soon a favourable arrange- 
ment with Saudi Arabia concern- 
ing expanded security coopera- 
tion in the Gulf (See page 2). 

The two developments came as 
the Reagan ad minis tration con- 
tinued to come under fire in 
Congress for its plans to bring 
Kuwaiti tankers under American 
flags. 

“Tbe Kuwaitis have discussed 
the possibility of chartering U.S. 
flag vessels with the maritime 
admini stration.” Oakley said. 

She emphasised, however, that 
“if some charter arrangement 
could be worked out, it would not 


supplant the reflagging arrange- 
ment that we worked out with the 
Kuwaitis.” 

In both cases, the ships would 
be eligible for U.S. navy escort in 
the Gulf, she said. 

In mounting criticism of the 
Reagan administration's plans for 
the Gulf, a key congressman said 
the administration agreed to pro- 
tea Kuwaiti ships in the Gulf 
without asking U.S. intelligence 
officials for a direct assessment of 
the risks. 

Representative Les Aspin, 
chairman of tbe House of Repre- 
sentatives Armed Services Com- 
mittee, blasTed Washington's 
plan to put U.S. flags on Kuwaiti 
ships and protea them from Ira- 
nian attack in the Gulf, saying the 
policy was not thought through 
carefully. 

The reflagging operation has 
met strong opposition in Con- 
gress. where members fear the 
United States could be dragged 
into the nearly seven-year-old 
Iran-Iraq war. 

“Tbe policy was put together 
on the back of an envelope,” he 
told reporters after a briefing by 
intelligence offidals. 

“We have seen it before and 
we see it again,” he said in 
reference to the administration’s 
secret arms sales to Iran, which 
damaged U.S. credibility and are 
the subject of congressional hear- 
ings and an independent inves- 
tigation. 

Mr. Aspin said while there was 
a constant flow of information to 
the White House from the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency and 
other agencies on tbe Gulf, the 
administration did not request a 
specific assessment of tbe risks 
involved in the reflagging before 
making the decision a few month 
ago. 


Local designer, manufacturers create Jordanian fashion 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Black, white, blue, 
royal blue, red. khaki, and 
leopard skin are the 1987 summer 
colours chosen bv Jordanian 
haute couture (exclusive high 

fashion) designer A beer Abdel 
Rahim. Silk, crepe, satin de 
chaise and smooth Lafla are the 
1988 fabric, and used by Abeer 
for this summer’s fashion. 

Various lengths — midi, just 
below the knee, and just above 
the knee — are available depend- 
ing on the design of the dress. 
Most of the dresses are low-waist. 


and ali have belts. The length of 
the sleeves are either three quar- 
ters long with four layers of lin- 
ing, or padded shoulders without 
sleeves. Abeer used many bows 
for the summer: On belts, but- 
tons of the outfits, and on the 
hair. 

Against the music of the Span- 
ish guitar, Abeer presented her 
fifth fashion show, her fourth in 
Jordan, where twenty different 
dresses were paraded on five 
models. The various dresses and 
outfits for this summer are conve- 
nient for the day. evening, and 
formal occasions. 

Her latest fashion show at the 
Regency Hotel was her most suc- 



designer, Abeer Abdel Rahim, models her creations with 
her other models at the end of the fashion show held at the Regency 
Palace Hotel. 


cessfu! yet. Abeer said at a press 
conference. The show, complete- 
ly financed by the designer, was 
"completely booked up,” she 
said. 

Abeer. who studied fashion de- 
signing in Paris, said that she has 
one style, but her collections for 
the seasons differ. 

She said that it takes six 
months to prepare new seasonal 
collections. She first designs the 
outfit on paper, chooses the col- 
ours for each outfit, then she 
shops for the proper fabric with 
the proper colours from Paris. 
The designer then cuts the design 
on another material for a trial, 
and then on the chosen fabric. 
She then prepares for a fashion 
show. 

Abeer's outfits and dresses are 
sold from JD 80 and up. She 
added that she pays 120 per cent 
import duties for the material she 
obtains from Paris. “It is a very 
costly profession." she said. 

Local industry 

Abeer said she was the only 
haute couture designer in Jordan. 
She added that there was a big 
clothes industry in the country, 
stating that they usually buy 
several dresses and outfits from 
abroad, copy them, and produce 
similar ones on the assembly line. 

Three local factories, however, 
have been cooperating with 
Abeer for the past year after the 
owners saw her fashion show last 
August. She sells different de- 
signs to the three manufacturers, 
but not using her haute couture 
designs. The designer said that 
those three factories have stop- 
ped using imported designs since 
she started cooperating with 
them. 

Abeer plans to open a business 
for herself in California very 



Lana models a royal blue crepe de chaine dress with beaded collar and 
belt at tbe fashion show. 


soon. “Two American. lawyers 
have done a feasibility study and 
preparations are being made 
now. The chances of succeeding 
there are very high,*' she said. 

She explained that because most 
American designers usually make 


leisure wear, her formal desij 
will be something nei . j>n-; uda 
that most of the high fashion 
the U.S. is imported from Eure 
and not made there. Abeer v 
be dividing hrrseif between J< 
dan and the U.S. 
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the United States stems from the fact that Waldheim was totally 
biased in his post as U.N. secretary .general and was supportin g the 
rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland. 

A1 Dustour: De Cuellar expresses optimism 


U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar has expressed his 
belief that the chances for holding an international Middle East peace 
conference have improved and that his contacts with various 
concerned parties to convene such conference were continuing. He 
said that his contacts proved that aJi concerned parties were willing to 
discuss the conference idea. Though de Cuellar was not so much 
optimistic about the situation and did not give a date for the possible 
convening of the proposed conference, yet his statement gives us 
cause to be optimistic that the last obstacles could be removed 
eventually and that the conference couid be heid. De Cuellar's 
statement came as his deputy Marrack Goulding is continuing his 
tour of the region discussing the question of the conference with the 
concerned governments of the Middle East and after receiving a 
report from Goulding on the present situation. But what worries us is 
the stand of the Israeli government which continues to reject the idea 
of the conference. This Israeli position constitutes a real obstacle in 
the path of genuine and lasting peace and blocks all efforts for 
convening the international conference. We look with optimism to 
the outcome of de Cuellar's contacts and consultations about holding 
the conference, and we are confident that with his wisdom and 
experience he can overcome the difficulties that obstruct his mission. 

Sawt A1 Shaab: Another Lebanese national 
front 


THE leaders of Islamic parties and leftist factions were due to meet 
in Damascus Sunday to lay down the basis for the work of a national 
front grouping all factions and political groups. The leaders of these 
parties have already held side meetings to pave the way for the 
Damascus parley and this is an indication that sincere efforts are 
underway for a national recocili3tion in Lebanon and for m aintaining 
a unique relationship with Syria. These are important steps that 
should! be taken as a prelude to any lasting solution for the Lebanese 
problem. Therefore the Damascus meeting is important and could 
pave the way for a speedy solution for the whole question. The 
Lebanese ought to take such step in view of the looming daager in the 
forth which is under constant Israeli threat. 


Free passage in the Gulf? By what legal authority? 


By Jonathan Power 


NEW YORK — Rocking around 
in the waves of the Gulf crisis is a 
question that will not get washed 
away even if the Iran-Iraq war 
ends tomorrow. But what author- 
ity does the United States insist 
on freedom of passage? Is it the 
doctrine of freedom of the seas 
laid down by the Dutch jurist, 
Hugo Grotius, in 1609? Well, no, 
because it ( was a U.S. president, 
Harry Truman wfao announced 
that the doctrine had bad its day 
when, in 1945. he proclaimed 
U.S. jurisdiction over the seabed 
resources of the continental shelf. 
Later, Chile, Peru and Ecuador 
raised the stakes by claiming 200- 
mile (320-kilometre) maritime 
zones and seizing U.S. tuna boats 
fishing in their waters. 

Is it the Law of the Sea, the 
great negotiating text fathered by 
the United Nations with the en- 
thusiastic participation of the Un- 
ited States, which carefully 

chiseled an accommodation be- 
tween new coastal jurisdictions 
and traditional high seas free- 
dom? No, because one of the 
early acts of President Reagan 
was to turn his backon nine year's 
work and pull the United States 
out of the negotiations. 

In short, there is a legal limbo. 
While the United States calls for 
“freedom of navigation" in the 
Gulf, much of the world notes 
quietly that Washington appears 
prepared to call on international 
law only when it suits its own 


purposes. If the United States can 
interpret sea law as it chooses, so 
will everyone else, it is just a 
question of time. 

The Law of the Sea treaty was 
arguably the most complex piece 
of international law ever negoti- 
ated. The negotiations began in 
an era when many coastal states 
appeared to have an insatiable 
desire to bring large areas of the 
ocean under their control for 
political and economic purposes. 
It looked as if tbe lunge toward 
200-mile economic zones might 
turn into a quest for 200-rrule 
territorial zones that would des- 
troy forever the concept of tbe 
old 3-mile limit, which effectively 
allowed for free passage through 
most of the world's narrow 
straits. 

The Law of the Sea treaty was 
a bargain. There were commit- 
ments to roll back claims of ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction wider than 12 
miles; to write into international 
law the right to free passage 
through 100 straits narrower than 
24 miles (this to apply to all ships, 
military or civilian, on the surface 
or submerged); and, while recog- 
nising 200- mile economic zones, 
to prohibit congruent restrictions 
on the passage of ships or the 
overflights of planes. 

The other part of the bargain, 
demanded by some coastal states 
and small landlocked nations, 
was the right of access to the vast 
mineral deposits on the floor of 


the ocean outside 206-mile eco- 
nomic zones. 

It was this that sank the Law of 
the Sea conference. The Reagan 
administration could not accept 
the demand of Third World na- 
tions to allocate part of the vast 


ocean floor to an international 
body that would mine on behalf 
of developing nations. 

The conference is now, in the 
words of Thomas Clingan, a for- 
mer U.S. representative to tbe 
Law of the Sea conference. 


“brain dead." But to the extent 
that provisions of the Law of the 
Sea treaty co&fy customary inter- 
national law, does it not impose 
an obligation even if unsigned? It 
is difficult to state just which 
provisions of the treaty are ex- 
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t press vo ns of custom and which ■ 
are new practice. Nowhere is the 
issue more cloudy than on the 
vexed issue of straits, 
i Tbe underlying problem lies in 
i tbe . distinction between what the 
- lawyers rail “nonsuspendable in- j 
nocent passage" and “transit pas- • -j 
sage." The former is the regime 
of the 1958 Geneva convention 
but it does not satisfy the needs of 
modem naval powers. The latter, 
which indudes the right -of subr_ v 
merged transit and overflight, is 
new. Unless one is a signatory of~ 
the Law of tbe Sea, -there is 
probably * jao basis in law for - 
claiming the right'. ' . . j 

The United States - is attemp- v j 
ting to circumnavigate this prop- , 
lem by falling back oh one of the- ^ 
oldest principles of international i 
law, the basic right of mtemation- 
al communication. Yet America y! 
faces a charge of inconsistency. It - J 
no longer abides by customary 
law. on. economic issues suefaas.- 
jurisdiction over - seabed . re-- -J2 
' sources of -the continental dbeff- ' 3 
Why should other states recpfcy|f 

. - nise its position on free riavigS- 
irion through straits and narrow yl 
waterways? ..j,. y- ' 

WiihoE-thetreaty, there & ikm.^T 
effectives foram to re&rfvesucfryf 
. . differences; TheXawtrfthe Sea, J 

COUld : basic been- a- mnyrna carta ' j 

for the 2ist century biitthe . j 
y Reagan ailin^stfiitrdn- chose f 
otherwise: . j 
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\ Social , political obstacles hinder 

writers ’ creative thinking 
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By NeJwa 

Jordan Tina Staff Reporter 

'Tbc wnter’s role is not free of 
ttifR coH duties. By definition be 
rarmn t put himself today in the 
service of those who make his- 
tory, be is at the service of those 
who suffer if* — Albert Canos. 

AMMAN — Many writers and 
tficrary critics contend that it 
woold be difficult for Jordanian 
write*, to put themselves at the 
service of those who suffer his- 
tory and to contribute to the 
deveSafUDentof society as long as 
they axe rejected by sodai and 



AceOttfiag to Mis. Leila Shar- 
cx-mmister of 
“Iteratore does not 


Although Mrs. Sharaf says she 
&e!s that a good writer should be 
able to convey the fives and suf- 
ferings of die poor to die public, 
her opinion is that writers are not 
allowed to offer differing opin- 
ions. As a result, the false in- 
formation reaching the public has 
created a gap which farther hin- 
ders productive thinking. 

Credibility gap 

“There is a big credibility gap 
between the state and the people. 
The press and media, which have 
become die mouthpieces of gov- 
ernments, are still talking to the 
public as though we live in the 
1930's and 40’s,” she said, 
adding, “people have become too 
sophisticated to believe such lan- 
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but the writer should 
able to raise people's minds 
and srtris abbve their suffering to 
fevds afwson and clarity.” 

As Mrs- Sharaf sees it, this 
aptiftxbg will lead to an tmder- 
standingof tfie purpose of society 
ptkI creative thinking whkix could 
be wtod tb visualise a better socie- 
ty and ean accordingly. 

. Mrs- Sbaraf rxmsiders that the 
restrictions 47D the literary move- 
ment Itas been detrimental to the 
gro etti^ <fcv|tik^^ of socie- 
ty. “Without these freedoms, a 
culmral niOvement cannot grow. 


A short story writer and jour- 
nalist, Sohair A 1 Tel, stressed on 
the lack of freedom of expression 
in writing. She finds it particular- 
ly restrictive for women. 

“It is forbidden for both men 
and women to write on religion, 
sex and politics, and if a woman 
writes on the first two, society’s 
reaction is much worse,” Ms. Tel 


attaraativesto problems faced by 
society camot be offend to the 
jjofitiaans apd planners of the 
country, "she said. 

Literary obstades 

■ “ ■ 

' One oftheJirst. obstacles was 
diseased z by Dr. Abdel Rahman 
Yagey r professor of Arab litera- 
ture- at dfo Umvezsty of Jordan. 
Dr Yagey agrees that literature 
sbouldlte a means of change. 
However, he' says that creative 
dieting in Jordan has been hin- 
dered by the gap which exists 
between the readers and the wri- 


“T^rrters are usually not of the 
class they write about How can 
theyumteistand what change wOl 
eatafl iftheyhave no contact with 
the eatpfs and the working clas- 
ses, thedas^ who know exactly 
wbattbear problems and solutions 
a re?” asked Dr. Yagey. 

‘ ‘ ‘ : are no 

impression for the 


A woman writer cannot ex- 
press herself folly nor fulfil her 
duty to society, when she is living 
in a traditional and oppressive 
society which does not allow her 
to reflect the social realities and 
rejects any new thoughts and 
ideas, especially if it comes from 
a woman, she said. 

A writer of poetry and philoso- 
phy and a literary critic, Amineh 
Adwan, said that writers have 
tried to tackle serious social and 
political issues, ranging from 
freedom of choice to the 
Lebanese war to divisions in the 
Arab World. 

“When writers show these 
realities, the solution may be in 
their writings. People in charge 
should take these situations we 
put forth and find the solution. 
They should not fight us and try 
to ruin oar reputation. Every- 
thing I write something I think 
‘What will I have to pay*?” Mrs. 
Adwan said. “But I write regard- 
less since 1 feel it is my duty.” 

. Mrs. Insaf Kalaji a short story 
writer preparing her PhD on 
woman writers of short stories 
and novels in greater Syria at the 
London School of Oriental and 



“In the Arab World estab- 
snch avenues does not 



_ Studics-said: 11 

Tripps r aad clubs to air thefr;. 1 / writes - have 'participated "in 
grievances, rand propose their- development of tbe'sodety more 

than what is obvious by revealing 
the ugly face of society when it 
comes to marriage, loneliness and 
other social matters.” 


Anti-reading sentiments 

However, when a citizen 
knows there are certain subjects 
that are censored, “anti-reading 
-sentiments grow and are present- 
ly prevailing in the country. 


if. 


Mrs. Sharaf noted. She added, 
“basically, it is an excuse; admit- 
tedly on political issues, cen- 
sorship does exist, but there are a 
lot of books on history, culture 
and nature, if people want to 
read.” 

Mrs. Sharaf judges that much 
of the blame lies with the educa- 
tion system. “Children are just 
asked to memorise rather Than 
learn the pleasures of reading by 
looking up information and 
understanding the subjects; the 
result is that children become 
bored with reading and run away 
from it,” she said. 

Parents usually do not provide 
alternatives nor the appropriate 
atmosphere, she continued: 
“Hardly any families have librar- 
ies in their homes, and if they 
want to take their children to a 
library in town they will find only 
two.” Mrs. Sharaf criticised the 
fact that bookshops in town have 
been reduced to everything but 
places for books. 

Mrs. Adwan charged that 
books play a m inimal role in the 
lives of most Jordanians because 
“society does not consider litera- 
ture important and the love for 
reading is not encouraged in the 
family nor at schools. People do 
not consider reading as a means 
to build themselves, their aware- 
ness, society and nation. People 
feel that whether they read or 
not, they will be the same.” 

Supporting Mrs. Adwan, Mrs. 
Sharaf further explained that “we 
only have an ‘artificial middle 
class’ in Jordan with no deep 
cultural interest. Such a class rose 
after the oil boom and does not 
have the traditional characteris- 
tics of the middle class which 
according to Mrs. Sharaf, is built 
on education, cultural life, ex- 
perience and some money. 

“People here do not have as a 
priority acquiring books, records 
and old pieces of our tradition 
and history, usually its money 
which makes the person,” she 
said. 

Other reasons for a low num- 
ber of readership are the present- 
ly deteriorating economic condi- 
tions and the high prices of 
books. 

. Mrs. Adwan commented “It is 
a vicious aide, people do not 
read and therefore books are 
more expensive, and with the 
economic situation worsening, 
people would rather buy bread 
thau'a book'.” ' ■ 


specialisation “because they must 
bold two or more jobs in order to 
eat.” 

Mrs. Adwan related another 
way the quality of the writer’s 
work is often lessened. “He or 
she must print, distribute, pub- 
lish, and advertise bis or her 
work. This is a crisis because not 
only is this process time consum- 
ing and fnistrating, but distracts 
the attention of me writer from 
his or her work,” she said. 

She blamed the cultural and 
information institutions and the 
media for not {Haying any signifi- 
cant role in introducing the local 
writers nor In promoting their 
work. “There is no criticism 
which would help in developing a 
productive and progressive move- 
ment. Readers cannot learn ab- 
out local works if there is no 
magazine to criticise the work,” 
Mrs. Adwan said, adding that the 
only literary magazine is put out 
by the Ministry of Information 
once every six months. 

“Rarely do you see a book 
criticised on die basis of some 
objective standard, and when a 
new book is published, television 
and radio give the book and the 
writer very little exposure, if 
any,” added Mrs. Sharaf. 

She noted that the develop- 
ment of the Jordan's Writers 
Association (JWA) (the associa- 
tion was dissolved by government 
on June 17) and writers’ comers 
in the newspapers have played a 
role in introducing some writers. 
She considered the JWA a land- 
mark in getting ihe writers 
together and p ushing forward the 
cultural life in Jordan. 

A few months ago, the JWA 
proposed the establishment of a 
cultural magazine, publication 
bouses, and housing for writers, 
teaching local literature in 
schools, allowing freedom of 
thought and expression As means 
to breed the love of reading, 
stressing the importance of read- 
ing and creating awareness in the 
people in order to improve the 
literary movement in the country. 

Comers have become plat- 
forms for writers to present their 
works, Mrs. Sharaf said, giving 
Mu’nis Razzaz, a novel writer 
who writes in the Arabic daily A1 
Dustour, and Zulaikha Abu 
Risbeh, a poetess who writes in 
AJ Rai as examples. 

The short cultural history in the 
Kingdom and the lack of institu- 
tionalisation of the literary move- 


Sfrd aidded that television had^ ment, has led. to obscurity for 



ing# 

voire, of dissent to escape,” he. 
sax^ and that the same principle. 
applies to literature which voices 
say opposition. “Therefore all. 
you hear is that the political, 
social and economic 'situations' 
are-good,” Dr.. Yagey stated. 
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replaced books as 'if rixeans 
entertainment in many house- 
holds and that the existence of 
illiteracy in some areas, further 
reduced the numbers of readers. 
“With no leadership, how can the 
writer transmit his or her ideas to 
the people and contribute to the 
development of the society?” 
asked Mis. Adwan. In addition 
since a lot of writer’s books are 
not bought. Mrs. Adwan said that 
writers are diverted from their 
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'botes of south-central Canada and the 
nprtfteentral United Stales. 



most Jordanian writers in the 
Arab World. 

“Writers in Jordan have not 
achieved significant standing, 
with women writers achieving 
even less recognition,” said Mrs. 
Sharaf. 

However, with establishment 
of the University of Jordan, 25 
years ago, Jordan is witnessing a 
new generation with increased 
awareness of cultural life. These 
local writers are being introduced 
to a wider Arab scene through 
such events as the Jerasb Festival 
and conferences on literature and' 
art held in the Kingdom, said 
Mrs. Sharaf. 

Although there are several bar- 
riers obstructing writers’ drive to 
create a vital literary movement, 
the potential and will are there, 
according to the literary critics 
and writers the Jordan Times 
interviewed. 

If allowed to fulfill their poten- 
tial, an escape from die mundane 
and an emergence of new visions 
and realities, which could be used 
for the development of the coun- 
try, would be at the fingertips of 
all. 


Tanzanians see benefits of change 


By George Nyembeta 
DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania — 
S in c e its introduction six years 
ago, the Soil Erosion Control and 
Agroforest project — known by 
its initials SECAP — in the 
Lusboto district of Tanzania has 
attracted the support of the 
Wasambaa people who live in the 
area because of the tangible re- 
sults it has already produced. 

The project's aim has been to 
change the traditional agriculture 
and livestock-raising habits of the 
area, which are largely to blame 
for the serious soil erosion and 
deforestation in most parts of 
western Usumbara. 

According to the project’s Gcr- 
man manager, Reinhard 
Woyteck, contour p lanning , the 
use of compost manure and crop 
rotation have been introduced in 
an effort to improve the quality 
and quantity of crops and to curb 
the menace of soil erosion. The 
scheme is sponsored by the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

Peasants are encouraged to 
keep cattle and feed them in 
stalls, instead of herding them 
indiscriminately in the fields, as 
was the case in the past. One 
advantage of the new method is 
that peasants can collect ample 
cowdung manure from the stalls, 
while at the same time the cattle 
cannot hoof away the soU. 
Moreover, the use of cowdung 
manure is expected to liberate die 
peasants from over-dependence 
on chemical fertilisers, which are 


erosion and pro- 


costly and not always easOy avail- 
able. 

SECAP officials say that the 
notable sucoess in soil erosion 
control measures in Lusboto dis- 
trict is to a targe extent due to two 
types of contours introduced in 
the highlands. The first are 
known as mmicon tours; these in- 
volve planting rows of grass along 
horizontal lines. The others are 
“macrooontour” lines, which are 
horizontal ridges planted with 
Guatemala grass, leguminous 
browsing bushes and trees. 

Grass and fruit trees are 
planted ten metres apart to 
strengthen each macrocontour, 
enabling it to play a dual role of 
preventing soil ei 
viding food. 

Making the macrocontour lines 
is not a simple task. That is why it 
has been necessary to introduce 
incentives for the peasants who 
are responsible for building hori- 
zontal ridges 2,000 metres long. 
The major incentive is access to 
improved cattle breeds. 

The experts believe that the 
livestock component of the pro- 
ject has the greatest potential for 
boosting the area’s socio-econo- 
mic life. Fodder planting helps 
curb soil erosion, while the im- 
proved cattle produce milk to be 
drunk and manure to enrich the 
soil. 

After planting a minimum of 
2,000 metres of tropical grass in 
contour lines, peasants are 
allowed to construct stalls cap- 



able of housing three cows. The 
ttive Rural Development 
gives credits for the con- 
struction of stalls. An improved 
heifer is delivered to an indi- 
vidual farmer when be completes 
the planting of 3,000 metres of 
contour line. 

So far, 70 cowsheds have been 
constructed and over a hundred 
improved dairy cows supplied. In 
addition, over 20 breeding cen- 
tres have been built. Breeding 
centres are established in a village 
when enough fodder is grown to 
feed the bun. The pasture to feed 
the bull is prepared by the whole 
village, while the village chair- 
man becomes the supervisor. 

The success of the scheme is 
shown by the eagerness of local 
fanners to participate. In just one 
season, more than 100 peasants 
planted about three kilometres of 
contour lines each, in order to 
fulfil the requirements for ap- 
plying for credit. 

It is hoped that by the time the 
present stage of the scheme com- 
es to a dose next year, 900,000 
trees and 1,500 kilometres of 
contour lines of fodder will have 
been planted. 

It is also envisaged that appro- 
ximately 525 hectares of land will 
be receiving regular organic 
manuring enabling an increase in 
crop productivity, especially for 
maize. In principle, 300 cowsheds 
will have been constructed and 
the peasants should be obtaining 
a total yield of over 1,500 tonnes 


of milk. 

The loan that peasants receive 
for the cattle is repayable within 
five years of their starting to milk 
the cow. This is not a serious 
financial burden. Indeed, one 
Yoghoi peasant in the scheme, 
Charles Mchome, says that the 
250 Tanzanian s hillin gs a month 
that he is required to pay to the 
hank is tOO little. 

He says that as the improved 
cattle produce an average of 
1,800 htres of milk a year, the 
monthly repayment could be 
raised and the repayment periods 
thus shortened. 

Agricultural diversification is 
stressed in the SECAP project, 
both to enable peasants to meet 
their daily food needs and to 
avert hunger caused by harvest 
failure should unfavourable 
weather or diseases affect one 
crop. 

Special importance is given to 
font trees, which have long tap 
roots capable of extracting rich 
nutrients and water from deeper 
soil layers. They arc also very 
good at pumping the nutrients to 
the top-soil, where they can be 
used by annual crops whose roots 
do not go veiy deep. 

To facilitate the fruit free 
planting exercise, 20,000 seedl- 
ings — including 5,000 avocados, 
2,000 oyster nuts, 3,000 sole 
papayas and 5,000 apples, 
peaches, plums and guava — 
have been grown in nurseries — 
Earthscan feature. 


Play on Corruption raises Zimbabwean gov’t ire 


By Lawrence Bartlett 

The Associated Press 

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe — 
Born in the backyard of a low- 
cost housing estate, a karate dub- 
turned-drama-group has created 
a controversial hit. 

The government-backed 
National Arts Foundation fended 
the group's latest play. But now it 
has denied permission for the 
play, “Workshop Negative,” to 
'be performed outside Zimbabwe. 

The satire was written by Coot 
Mhlanga, 29, a factory worker, 
black belt karate expert and self- 
taught dramatist. 

The play focuses on corrup- 
tion among political leaders. It 
depicts the relationship between 
two adversaries, one white and 
one black, in Zimbabwe’s seven- 
year war for independence. Both 
suffer through poor working con- 
ditions, poor safety standards, 
long hours and other forms of 
exploitation under their blade 
employer, a professed Commun- 
ist and blatant capitalist 


Zimbabwe, the formerly white- 
ruled British colony of Rhodesia, 
won its independence in 1980 and 
adopted an avowedly Socialist 
policy under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe. 

The play, which has achieved 
both critical and popular acclaim, 
is about “people who preach 
Socialism and practise Capital- 
ism,” Mhlanga said in an inter- 
view. 

The play angered the Minister 
of Youth, Sports and Culture, 
David Karim anzira, who said it 
denigrated Socialism and por- 
trayed the country's political 
leaders as corrupt 

His minis try endorsed a deci- 
sion by the National Arts Found- 
ation, which fended the play, not 
to allow it to be performed out- 
side the country. The minister 
saw the play after it had almost 
completed a national tour. 

‘The play does not depict a 
true reflection of the political 
developments in Zimbabwe,” be 
said in an interview with the 
state-controlled Herald news- 


paper. 

Mhlanga, however, said the 
play is meant to show “what 
ordinary factory workers like me 
are thinking/ 1 

“I am not against the author- 
ities,” he said. “How can I be 
attacking Socialism when the play 
attacks the abuse of Socialism?” 

“The trouble is that politicians 
everywhere like to open their, 
mouths and dose their ears,” be 
said. 

Mhlanga said he got hooked on 
acting seven years ago when the 
karate class he taught at a com- 
munity hall was bumped from its 
space by a drama workshop. 

“I didn’t know what a drama 
workshop was, but I bad nothing 
else to do so 1 paid 20 cents (12 
U.S. cents) and went in,” he said. 

' He started weaving stories ab- 
out “good guys and bad guys” 
into his karate lessons and got his 
class involved. 

A few months later, the high 
school-educated son of peasant 
workers wrote his first play. 

“It had a lot of karate and very 


little dialogue,” he said. 

Since then he has written a play 
a year, performing in the 
townships and rural areas, some- 
times putting on a show under a 
tree after beating drums to 
announce the performance. 

Gradually Mhlanga’s plays lost 
their martial arts focus, although 
his casts are drawn almost entire- 
ly from his karate pupils. In 1985 
his play “Here is the Man” won 
five awards, including best origin- 
al script, in Zimbabwe's national 
theatre festival. 

“My plays were alwav*. in 
the townships but i wi: rhcL 
sometimes our drama did not 
touch the people's lives closely 
enough,” Mhlanga said. “I lis- 
tened, and realised politics did — 
that's bow “Workshop Negative” 
was born. 

Mhlanga says audience reac- 
tion during the play’s national 
tour was good. 

However, he still is frying to 
get permission for his group, 
Amakhosi (the royals), to per- 
form outside the country. 


How Romantic ideal ended bigamy debate 


By Horst Zimme rmann 

THE law in W. Germany states 
that each person may only have 
one partner in marriage. But 200 
years ago there was considerable 
hectic argument for and against 
polygamy. 

Two royal "bases of polygamy 
brought this explosive theme into 
public discussion, according to 
Paul Mikat, 62, professor of law 
at Bochum University. 

Mikat, a former North Rhine- 
WestphaJia Education Minister, 
for many years a CDU member 
of the Bundestag and now a 
vemment adviser, presented 
findings on polygamy at the 
North Rhine-Westphalia Scien- 
tific Academy in Dusseldorf. 

He discovered that monogamy 
was common among the Teutons 
in pre-Christian times. The only 


r 

his 


exceptions were among the 
nobility. 

For a long time, under the 
influence of Christianity, there, 
was no dispute that the law of 
God and Nature demanded 
monogamy. 

Then came the Landgrave Phi- 
lipp of Hesse, one of the most 
important supporters of the Re- 
formation. He sought to take as 
his second wife the beautiful lady- 
in-waiting Margarete von der 
Saale. 

According to Mikat Martin 
Luther agreed to a dispensation 
on the grounds that bigamy was 
better than divorce. 

The Landgrave married on 5 
March 1540 and it should have 
remained secret. But soon it was 
common knowledge all over Ger- 
many that the prince bad con- 
ducted a second marriage with 


the approval of the Church. This 
set rolling the discussion on poly- 
gamy. 

This reached its height in the 
17th century when famous 
lawyers could see no reason why 
polygamy was against the law. 
Both partners in marriage could 
do what they pleased. This was 
the first signs of equal opportun- 
ity for both sexes. 

Some learned lawyers would 
not only approve of a man having 
several wives but a wife having 
several husbands, polyandry. 

Legislators did not let them- 
selves be impressed by the discus- 
sion. At times they threatened to 
behead anyone found guilty of 
bigamy. 

Mikat found an interesting 
point of view from Carl Gottlieb 
Svarez, creator of Prussian Com- 


mon Law of 1794. 

The learned Svarez said that 
nature had nothing against a man 
having more than one wife if he 
could feed her and provided be 
had the constitution able “to fulfil 
what was the aim of marriage” 
with many wives then polygamy 

was allowable. 

■ 

Nevertheless the state's com- 
mand to monogamy was wise, he 
believed, because it brought ab- 
out peace and harmony in family. 
It also preveoted rich men from 
having many wives that could 
give rise to the danger of the 

depletion of the lower classes. 

* 

The whole discussion came to 
an end with the Romantic idea of 
the “internal unity between two 
people” as being the highest ideal 
of marriage — Stuttgarter 
Nachrichten. 




More than 90 percent of new Bra- 
zilian-made cars are powered by 
sugarcane-based ethanol. 
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The world's biggest orange-juice exporter Is Brazil, which 

garnered half the U.S. market in 1985. 
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The First and Only Greek 

^Restaurant In Jordan E 
a tonight H 

AND EVERY NIGHT 

. zorba the: grlck.. 

located 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyvah Girls School 

Takeaway is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine tn Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Taka away available 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661S22 






CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Streel. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunen and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

x 6:30 - Midnight 
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CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight. 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


INDIAN 

RESTAURANT 

Chicken Tekka 
Inn 


Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Cir- 
cle, opposite City Bank, 
Tel. 642437 


fO 


EVERY 
DAY 

PEOPLE WHO NEED 
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MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 


CALL US! 



In 

) Electrolux | 



Tel. 604671 
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CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 
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Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625] 53" 

PRETTY IN PINK 
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Jcrforvaancrs 3: 1 5. 6J0«&30. 10:30 
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|Sudan boosts budget cash to 
^service foreign debts 

E KHj^TOUM — Sudan, Western government creditors, 
l economy oy lower dollar earn-* 32 per cent to governments of 


^5V 

8 *yS^ 


f ings ana years of nrismanage- 
1 meat, has set aside S781 .6 million 
\ to service foreign debts in 1987/ 
\ 88, according to budget plans 
• presented to parliament. 

This compares with $200 mil- 
> Bon earmarked for debt repay- 
1 mefltin the year ending on June 
30. Sedan has a foreign debt 
totalling $10.6 billion. 

Finance Minister Besfair Omar, 

; presenting plans to parliament, 

■ pm das budget deficit at 2.88 
, hdhon pounds {$1.15 billion), up 
sightly from $2.85 billion in 1986/ 

87. T - 

. j&' sasd-the budget -would be 

dmfirst in a four-year economic 
roooveiy ptanlo be announced by 
ffy ead -of December. 

Gttbe 5781;.6 million set aside 
for debt servicing, Mr. Omar said 
4.6m35ou would go to prin- 
cipaJaod $207, million to interest 


Sudan. an impoverished coun- 
try of -23 ndBkm people still reel- 
ing- fmmdrou8l lt l n 1984/85, has 
an annoal dcbt liability of $900 
mfflihn'r - Khartoum-based West- 


Mr; Omar said last March it 
would' be difficult, “if not im- 
pbs^S^^'-lbr ? Sudan to meet 
scheduled debt repayments of 
$4.17 -b^Ulpa over the next five 


- He sa$ Sudan was $2.6 billioii 
in arrears on debt repayments in 
the -fast half of this year. 
'Tte’raperfs say Sudan owes 23 
per ; cent -of its- foreign debt to 


Eastern Bloc and Arab countries 
and 21 per cent to commerdal 
banks, with most of the rest owed 
to multilateral sources. 

Sudan, unable to fully service 
its debts since 1985 and declared 
ineligible last year by tbe Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
fresh loans, has been servicing only 
creditors banned from extending 
fresh loans to recipients in 
arrears. 

Mr. Omar, in office since May 
1986, said government revenue ia 
1987/88 would total 3.9 billion 
pounds ($1.56 billion). Expendi- 
ture was put at 6.79 billion 
pounds ($2.71 billion). 

He said the budget deficit 
would be folly, covered by loans, 
government deposits and otter 
sources. 

The government planned to 
spend 1.53 billion pounds (5612 
million) on development and 25 
million pounds on investment. 

. Mr. Omar said 1987/88 defence 
spending figures would not be 
made public. But he said some 
940 million pounds ($376 million) 
went on tbe armed forces in die 
current finan cial year. 

Sudan’s army has been fighting 
a war against rebels in southern 
Sudan since 1983. 

Mr. Omar said 37S million 
pounds ($150 million) would be 
spent on subsidising sugar and 
wheat-flour prices in 1987/88. He 
also proposed increases in local 
and imported cigarette prices of 
25 and 60 per cent, respectively. 
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FOBECAST FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 1987 

.r ^jENEHAL TENDENCIES: It’s a remarkably good 
J&juiay for you to sit down and plan whatever new ven- 
■ hires you. have in mind. Chart a course of action that 
uses currant ideas and methods. 

. ABIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You have powerful wishes 
ttet can be attained if you go after them in a precise 
. and 'positive manner. 

' TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Consult with experts 
rat leisure and gain the good advice you need. Be hap- 
; with your mate. 

- GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You can gain the 
• fomsfiahee of good friends for any project you have in 
; discass it with them; 

-V AJtXJN CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Make sure 





. - gadding about town and having fun. ■ 

l. -” c ' " LEO (JuL 22; to Aug. 21) Become better adhered to 
. / the philosophy you follow. Flan a trip that can bring you 
r- - more of the.things-yoo desire. 

~ . - VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Enjoy tbe pleasures that 
your mate p re fe rs. Shop around for whatever articles 
::./^:you need or want . 

^i' VLIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22V It's a good day to go out 
: meet new personalities. Reviving a new association 

: also possible how, 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) It’s a good day to do 

■ thoughtful for those you have not seen for 

. Keep busy and alert. 

’ARIUS'lNov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get into the 
ts that most appeal to you and have a fine 
• friends along with you. 

JORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be more ap- 
jf your family's finest qualities- Entertain in- 
>eople at home tonight. 



B ^AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get in touch with 
ffiamany perso ns as you can and renew old friendships 
sis well Be happy today. 

• -. PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can get fine ideas 

yror menma. Sot up a new, de tailed budget 

will work nicely for you. 


AMMAN financial market I Egyptian employees to get 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
"reek starling Saturday. June IX ‘ft? and ending Wednesday . June 17. '87. f Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company Number Volume Opening Closing Par 

of shares 


Banking and financial instltaUoas 

fndusiriul Development Bank 1750 

Petra bank 2700 

Jordan Islamic Bank 4514 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 6302 

Jordan Cuir Bank 396 

Housing Bank 5427 

Amb Jordan Investment Bank — 

Cairo Amman Bank 730 

Bank of Jordan 2289 

Arab Bank 890 

Jordan National Bank 19095 

Jordan Finance Hot&e for Development 31 2000 

Islamic Investment House — 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation ISK39 

Finance and Credit Corporation 46S63 

National Financial Investments A5I00 

National Portfolio Securities 48904 

Jordan Securities Corporation 3903 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 58 1 1 

Real E&late Financing Corporation 75 

Al Mashrck Exchange — 

Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 24653 

REFCO Life Insurance 404 

Jordan Insurance — 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 1650 

Yarmouk insurance and Reinsurance — 

Holy Land Insurance — 

Philadelphia Insurance — 

Arab Union International Insurance — 

Jerusalem Insurance 925 

Jordan-Culf Insurance 7600 

Universal Insurance — 

General Insurance — 

Jordan Eagle Insurance — 

Middle East Insurance * — 

Al-Izdihar Insurance — 

National Ahliyu Insurance — 


Volume 
of trade 

2188 

5828 

0261 

10607 

514 

8967 

16073 

39979 

104648 

47742 

280387 

23490 

35874 

07625 

38416 

3512 

7953 

1200 


139528 

356 

1353 


1257 

5843 
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39 Behy food 

40 Rhine feeder 

42 Wash over 

43 Became alert 
45 In secret 

47 Ft. city 

50 Orono's state 

51 1492 vessel .' 

52 Sea mammal 


53 Small Islands 

54 Jal — 

55 Clean the 
decks 

56 Drug addict 
60 Self 

.61 Buffoon 


Services and Industries 

Darco for Housing and Investment 25940 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 2789 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 577 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 6365 | 

Equipment Leasing & Maintcnancc/Ta'jeerco 2100 

Jordanian Electric Power 2414 

Irbid District Electricity 557 

Arab International Hotels — 

Hotels and Tourism — 

Garage Owners Federation Office — 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 500 

Jordan Press Foundation 3 ISO 

Jordan Press and Publishing 272 

Dar Al Shaah Press. Printing and Publishing B600 

Jordan Dairy 9175 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 4997 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 401 167 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 97 

Industrial, Commercial aid Agricultural (Imaj) .... 835 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 897 

Aladdin Industries 83383 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 189348 

Jordan Worsted Mills 102 

Jordan Ceramics 6060 

Chemical Industries 5690 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 7150 

Dar Al Dawa' for Development and Investment .... 3807 

National Steel Industries 61210 

Universal Chemical Industries 5516 

General Mining 100 

Jordan PetroteunfRefinery 4167 

Jordan Lime & Brick Y 55985 

National Industries 4308 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 2500 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) — 

Livestock and Poultry 1260 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 4000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags — 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 774 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 1150 

Tnuis-Jordan Minerals Research — 

Jordan Hhnch Mineral 1500 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory — 

Woolen Industries — 

Jordan Tanning 1005 

Jordan Printing and Packaging — 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette — 

Jordan Brewery — 

Mas Industries — 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals — 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 91 500 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 133037 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 105292 

Jordan Cement Factories 39535 

Jordan Glass Industries 2345 


14110 

1116 

396 

920 

787 

3690 

531 


430 

8725 

598 

3859 

10855 

10352 

432153 

186 

1156 

4561 

86668 

362264 

449 

6398 

6155 

3380 

4981 

142389 

5062 

140 

31080 

15881 

2679 

750 

945' 

4590 

1915 

541 

1200 


1960 


85760 

121231 

312215 

3S749 

2222 


Grand total 


1. 862.006 2.616,630 



Peanuts 


50 A TREE DOESN'T HAVE A 
5T0MACH..ITI4A5 LIMBS, 
BUT THAT P0ESN*T MAKE IT 
A TRACK STAR, POES IT? 



ANP IF A TREE HAS A 
TRUNK, POES THAT MAKE 
IT AN ELEPHANT7ANP IF fT 
HAS BARK, DOES THAT 
MAKE IT A P06? 



Opening 

price 

1.250 

2.190 

2.100 

1.680 

1.300 

1.650 

23.000 
17.430 

1 18.000 
2.490 
0.850 

1.760 

0.770 

1.500 

0.770 

0.900 

1.380 

18.000 


5.000 

0.880 

0.830 


1.350 

0.770 


0.560 

0.400 

0.680 

0.650 

0.850 

1.520 

0.900 


0.860 

2.720 

2.200 

0.460 

1.180 

2.140 

0.990 

1.940 

1.360 

5.000 
1.050 
1.940 
4.400 
1.050 
1.080 
0.460 
1.330 
2.380 
0.900 
1.370 
7.500 
0.280 
0.610 
0.300 

0.750 

1.150 

2.350 

0.470 

1.000 


1.950 


0.900 

0.910 

3.290 

0.980 

0.970 


Closing 

price 

1.250 

2.100 

2.050 

1.660 

1.290 

1.650 

21.550 

17.400 

118.250 

2.510 

0.900 

1.730 
0 770 
1.500 
0.770 
0.900 
1.370 
16.000 


5.500 

0.880 

0.820 


1.370 

0.770 


0.550 

0.400 

0.690 

0.640 

0.8S0 

1.530 

0.960 


0.860 

2.750 

2.200 

0.450 

1.180 

2.040 

1.060 

1.920 

1.410 

5.110 

1.050 

1.900 

4.400 
1.050 
1.100 
0.490 
1.340 
2.360 
1.000 

1.400 
7.440 
0.290 
0.630 
0.300 

0.750 

1.150 

2.500 

0.470 

0.800 


1.950 


0.930 

0.900 

3.180 

0.980 

0.920 


Par 

value 

1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1. 000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
5.000 

5.000 
10.UOO 

1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
LOGO 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
2.000 
iO.UOO 

i.oon 

l.UQO 
1,000 
1.000 
1.000 
i.noo 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1. 000 
10.000 
10.000 
1 ,000 
1.000 


1.000 

i.noo 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

l.ooa 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

i.oon 

1.000 

i.noc 

I. OCX] 
1.000 
1.0 UU 
1 .000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 

5.000 

1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1. 000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.00U 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 

5.000 

1.000. 

1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 


20 per cent pay increase 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President Hosni Mubarak 
announced Friday night a 20 per cent raise for 
government and public sector employees;, intended 
to counteract recent increases in prices of commod- 
ities. 


President Mubarak said tbe 
new raises will cost the govern- 
ment 850 million Egyptian 
pounds ($388,127,853) annually 
and will be effective July 1. 

“Tbe whole world, whether 
ridi or poor, suffers from imba- 
lance between prices and salaries," 
President Mubarak said following 
an evening meeting with the par- 
liamentary committee of his rul- 
ing National Democratic Party. 

“The raises are aimed at estab- 
lishing a balance between prices 
and salaries," he said, adding that 
the government would reinforce 
control on markets to avoid un- 
justified price increases by greedy 
merchants. 

The Egyptian government, pla- 
gued with a S3S million foreign 
debt, has over the past year been 
executing a new economic reform 
plan which has included hikes in 
electricity and gasoline prices and 
substantial decreases in food sub- 
sidies. 

The result has been increases in 
almost everything from food 
prices to carpenter and plumber 
services. This had created a heavy 
burden on government em- 
ployees, whose starring salary is 
around 60 pounds (S27.4) 
monthly. 

Under Egyptian laws, the high- 
est government salary is the presi- 
dent's at 500 pounds monthly 
($228) plus benefits. 

In addition to a sharp cutdown 
on “luxury" commodity imports, 
the government announced last 
May a 50 per cent devaluation of 
its currency to be used in 40 per 
cent of the country's financial 
dealings. 

Customs and other transactions 
will be incorporated into the new 
exchange system within 18 
months, a move which is ex- 
pected to further increase com- 
modity prices. 

The daily Al Ahram newspaper 
said Saturday that there would 
be negotiations between workers* 
unions and the private sector 
about similar raises. The private 
sector in the 1962-87 five year 
plan constituted 23 per cent of 
Egypt's economic investments. 

Meanwhile, bankers say that 
Egypt appears set to speed up 
foreign exchange reforms backed 
by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) after reporting an 
early success for the month-old 
scheme. 

Despite some Saws, the May 
11 partial flotation of the Egyp- 
tian pound against other curren- 
cies is generating enough foreign 
exchange to cover importers’ 
needs, they said. 

‘The system is working and 
working well," said former cen- 
tral bank governor, Mr. Ali 
Negm, in an interview with Reu- 
ters. “Since it is working and they 
are acquiring enough foreign cur- 
rency, they have pushed faster 
than expected." 

But for the reforms to enjoy 



PORING INTERVIEW 
PATIENT SUDDENLY 
BECAME HYSTERICAL./ 




Andy Capp 



long-term success, he said basic 
flaws had to be rectified, especial- 
ly a problem of more than $2 
billion owed by private business 
to the banks. " 

“At the moment, it is a one- 
way street." said Mr. Negm, now 
deputy chairman of Arab inter- 
national Bank, referring to rules 
preventing banks from selling 
foreign currency, except for cer- 
tain categories of import. 

As a result, bankers say many 
of their business clients have been 
unable to repay their foreign cur- 
rency loans. 

Economy Minister Youssri 
Mustafa said tbe banks had net- 
ted $211 million since the free 
foreign exchange market was 
established, enough to cover 
needs of both private and public 
sector importers. 

Egypt last month agreed with 
tbe IMF to unify its multiple 
exchange rate system over IS 
months as pan of an economic 
reform package which released 
$325 million in IMF standby cre- 
dits and paved the way for resche- 
duling of $12 billion in official 
debt. 

Under the accord, partly 
negotiated by Mr. Negm before 
be resigned from the centra] bank 
last November, 40 per cent of 
transactions would be moved to a 
new free market rate set daily by 
a committee of eight banks within 
six months. 

The other 60 per cent would 
move from tbe commerdal bank 
rare of 1.35 pounds to the U.S. 
dollar to the new free market 
rate, currently at 2.1S pounds, in 
the remaining 12 months. 

Another government rate. 0.70 
pounds to the dollar for internal 
accounting and tallying commodi- 
ty import prices, will not be 
scrapped under present plans. 

Mr. Negm said be now ex- 
pected unification of the ex- 
change rate to be completed be- 
fore the 18-month time frame was 


over. 

The rMF initially suggested an 
immediate float but central bank 
governor. Mr. Mohammad 
Salaheddin Hamid, told reporters 
last month it later abandoned this 
“shock treatment" approach. 

A foreign banker said the gov- 
ernment might move to abolish 
the eight-bank committee and 
allow a supply-driven foreign ex- 
change marker to take over by 
the end of this year, allowing the 
banks deal freely in foreign ex- 
change. 

Mr. Negm said the system's 
main weakness was absence of a 
provision to create an alternative 
source of foreign currency for 
purposes other than trade financ- 
ing since the previously-tolerated 
black market was curbed last 
month. 

As it stands, hard currency may 
be purchased in the banks only 
for 40 per cent of imports. There 
is no provision for the remaining 
60 per cent or for other purposes, 
such as travel abroad. 

This has curbed imports, main- 
ly of non-essential items, and 
aided government efforts to re- 
duce the trade deficit, $7.5 billion 
in 19S5/S6. 

In its new five-year plan start- 
ing July 1, the government has 
allocated 40 per cent of total 
investments of $66.4 billion to 
private industry and business. 

Yet bankers say the public sec- 
tor. which has higher Egyptian 
pound deposits, is being favoured 
and is absorbing the bulk of 
foreign exchange generated by 
the new system. 

A credit squeeze imposed 
along with the IMF deal has also 
limited funds available to private 
firms, bankers say. Lending was 
curbed and some domestic in- 
terest rates were raised. 

Until Iasi month, the black 
market attracted tbe bulk of ex- 
patriate workers’ remittances — 
$2.5 billion in 1985-86 — and 
provided a major source of fore- 
ign currency. 

In an apparent start to tackling 
the problem of private sector 
debt, the central bank asked 
banks for a maturity analysis on 
outstanding hard currency debts. 


Saudi oil reserves rise 
despite increased output 


JEDDAH (R) — Proven oil and 
gas deposits in Saudi Arabia in- 
creased in 1986 despite higher oil 
output, according to figures re- 
leased Friday by the kingdom's 
main producing company, 
Aramco. 

Recoverable oil reserves in 
Aramco fields rose to 167 billion 
barrels by the end the year from 
166.5 billion in 1985, while gas 
reserves jumped by 7.7 per cent 
to 135. 8 trillion cubic feet from 
126.1 trillion, the company's 
annual report said. 

At current production levels, 
this amount of crude reserves 
would last nearly to the year 
2100. Many new reserves are 
likely to be discovered during tbe 


next century, though Saudi out- 
put is also likely to rise signifi- 
cantly as other nations' reserves 
run out. 

Aramco, responsible for all 
Saudi production except about 
200,000 barrels per day (b/d) in 
tbe Neutral Zone between Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, increased 
production to 4.69 million b/d in 
19S6 from 3.04 million in 1985. 

The 1985 level had been tbe 
lowest since the 1960s. 

Most of 19S6 was a virtual 
free-for-all in production, as 
members of tbe Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) abandoned output res- 
traint to try to recapture their 
share of the market. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





“The home computer says we're neglect- 
ing it. It feels rejected. It 
wants to see a shrink." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square; to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: THE 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HARPY PAGAN JOYOUS ATTACH 


Answer What they cafe 
THE ' PAUNCH 


catod that sfc/d row gym — 
NCH" SHOP 
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World news 


World arms spending 

reaches $900b in 1985 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The nations of' the world 
stepped up their spe nding on arms to nearly $900 
billion in 15185, an increase of 3.7 per cent from the 
previous year, the U.S. Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency has estimated. 


The United States and the 
Soviet Union, which together 
account for more than half the 
weapons sales, continued to ran 
neck-and-neck, the agency said. 
Over the 1981-1985 period, the 
Soviets sold $55.7 biltion worth of 
arms, or nearly 30 per cent of 
weapons purchased by all na- 
tions. 

The United States, meanwhile, 
sold $49.2 billion, or 26 per cent, 
but was ahead of the Soviets in 
two of die years, 1983 and 1985. 

The U.S.- and Soviet-led 
alliances — the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
and the Warsaw Pact — 
accounted for 77.3 per cent of 
military spending in 1984, the last 
year for which detailed statistics 
were compiled. 

The 17th annual report of the 
Arms Control Agency did not list 
any U.S. weapons sales to Iran. 
Officials, demanding anonymity, 
said they relied on the Central 


Intelligence Agency and other 
U.S. intelligence groups for their 
information. 

President Ronald Reagan has 
acknowledged authorising sur- 
reptitious arms sales to Iran be- 
ginning in November 1985 
through Israel. Up to 30 million 
worth were provided before de- 
liveries were stopped last year. 

Ranked behind the two super- 
powers were Britain, China, 
West Germany, France, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Poland and Japan. 

Africa was the only region of 
the world in which the growth 
rate of military spending declined 
between 1980 and 1984, the re- 
port said. 

At the same time, die growth, 
of the world's armed forces 
accelerated. Iraq, which is locked 
in a 616-year war with Iran, 
accounted for 30 per cent of die 
increase in 1984. NATO grew at a 
rate of 1.3 per cent, compared 
with the Warsaw Pact’s growth of 


0.9 per cent. 

Iraq is also the world's leading 
arms importer. It bought $7.7 
hflHon worth in 1984, more than 
twice Saudi Arabia, winch ranked 
second with $2.6 billion. The next 
leading importers were Iran, $2.2 
billion; Libya, $1.8 billion; 
Egypt, $1.6 billion and Syria, 
$15 billion. 

China reduced its aimed forces 
to 4.1 million personnel in 1984, 
from a peak of about 4.75 million 
in 1981, but still ranked second 
only to foe Soviet Union, which 
had 4.5 nnBioa troops under 


M anil a 
police kill 
4 gunmen 

MANILA (R) — Four gunmen 
were killed and a policeman criti- 
cally wounded in a running street 
battle in a popular Manila tourist 
district early Saturday. 

A police spokesman said die 
four were not members of Com- 
munist “Sparrow” assassination 
squad, as earlier suspected, but 
criminals wanted for serious off- 


Shultz chides Rogers; 
arrives in Australia 


The United States was third 
with 22 milli on military person- 
nel, and two developing coun- 
tries, India and Vietnam, fourth 
and fifth with 1.4 million and 1 
million, respectively. 

Five developing countries — 
Turkey, Iraq, North Korea, 
Pakistan and South Korea — 
ranked next in order, exceeding 
such traditional military powers 
as France, Italy and west Ger- 
many. 

Third World arms producers 
captured only 7 per cent of the 
arms market in 1985, barely 
above the level of a decade ago. 


U.S. aide sees global end to INF 


WASHINGTON (R) — A senior 
U.S. official has predicted the 
Soviet Union would agree to the 
global e limina tion of medium- 
range nuclear missiles as part of 
an arms control deal. 

Kenneth Adelman, who heads 
the U.S. Arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency, made the 
assessment in an interview with 
Reuters. 

“I personally believe they’ll eli- 
minate the other hundred mis- 
siles,'' he said, referring those 
that would be allowed to remain 
in place under a U.S.-Soviet draft 
treaty. 

Moscow and Washington have 
already agreed in principle to 
remove from Europe ail in- 
termediate-range nuclear forces 
(INF) which travel 600 to 3,000 
miles (1,000 km to 5,000 kins). 

This includes the U.S. Per- 
shing-2 and cruise missiles and 


the Soviet SS20 and SS4 missiles. 

However, the draft treaty now 
being negotiated in Geneva 
would allow each superpower to 
retain 100 INF warheads on its 
own territory. This has been a 
Soviet demand. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly said it would prefer a 
global INF ban but would not 
allow this issue to become an 
obstacle to an agreement. 

Moscow has not told die Un- 
ited States it would accept eli- 
mination Of its INF missiles from 
Asia as well as Europe, Mr. 
Adelman admitted. 

But if all the missiles are not 
done away with, “the verification 
would be so complicated that you 
could not have an agreement this 
year,” he said. 

The United States has deman- 
ded an extremely intrusive veri- 
fication process — .to try to en- 


Soviets stage 7th nuclear 
test to upgrade weaponry 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union staged an underground 
nuclear test Saturday, apparently 
aimed at improving the effective- 
ness of its weapons. It was the 
seventh since Moscow suspended 
a 19-month moratorium on test- 
ing earlier this year. 

The Soviet News Agency 
TASS said the blast, at the main 
Soviet test grounds in the 
Gegelen Hills near Semrpala- 
tinsk, in Central Asia, was aimed 
at “upgrading military tech- 
nology.” 

■ Three of the six previous explo- 
sions since tests were resumed on 
Feb. 26 have been officially de- 
scribed in (he same terms, winch 
military analysts say means fee 
blasts were specifically aimed at 
improving warheads. 

Three others were said by 
TASS to have been finked to 
“fundamental research” or to 
“checking the physics of nuclear 
explosions” — apparently a refer- 
ence to the effect of nuclear 


blasts. 

The official agency said Satur- 
day blast had a yield of between 
20 kilotonnes (equivalent to 
20,000 tonnes of TNT) and 150 
kilotonnes (150,000 tonnes) — 
within the limits of file 1974 
Soviet-U.S. threshold test ban 
treaty. 

The unilateral test moratorium 
was first proclaimed fay Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev in Au- 
gust 1985 and extended several 
times as be sought to persuade 
the United States to join in. 

Since testing was resumed, Mr. 
Gorbachev and other Kremlin 
officials have said frequently they 
would halt testing again whenev- 
er Washington agreed to follow 
soft. 

The United States regards a 
total ban on nuclear testing as a 
long-term goal and says its own 
programme must continue as long 
as the West's NATO allianc e 
requires nuclear weapons for de- 


Belgrade hails Soviet reforms 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
leaders praised recent reforms in 
the Soviet Union but have stres- 
sed their independent Commun- 
ist course to.visiting Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, Yugoslav sources said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze had talks 
with his Yugoslav counterpart 
Raif Dizdarevic, Prime Minister 
Branko Mikulic and Yugoslav 
Co mmunis t Party Chief Milanko 
Renovica after his arrival Friday. 

Both sides expressed satisfac- 


tion with bilateral political and 
economic ties, with Yugoslavia 
stressing the principles of the 
1955 Belgrade Declaration signed 
when Nikita Khrushchev recog- 
nised Yugoslavia’s right to its 
unorthodox Communist course 
after a break in relations in 1948. 

At a dinner Friday night Mir. 
Dizdarevic said current Soviet 
reforms had “positive repercus- 
sions” and “already visible posi- 
tive influence on trends in inter- 
national relations.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES COHEN 
A1KD OMAR SHAHIF 
OIBBSTMimMMlaSntMt, 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQI0S73 <75 OK72 4Q35 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three hearts. 
What action do you take? 

Qjt — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K7 ?QJ9 0A8 4AKQ982 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three hearts, 
What action do you take? 

Q4: — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K7 VAKQ952 OQJS 4 AS 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three diamonds. 
What action do you take? 

Qv4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


•98 <782 0878 SAQJ9S3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Rasa 1 NT Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K1076 9AQJ9S 098 446 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 V Pass 

1 NT Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4QB54 987 0KB2 4A765 

The bidding has proceeded: " 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 14 84 

? 

What do you bid now? 


sure neither side cheats — as a 
condition of an arms control 
treaty. 

Arms experts agree verification 
is made much eager if all missiles 
in a particular class are elimin- 
ated. 

“We have indicated to them 
that if they want a s ummit in the 
fall, signing an INF deal, then the 
topic is such they would have to 
eliminate the hundred,” he said. 

Mr. Adelman also said the 
Soviet Union has not formally 
committed itself to the global 
elimination of shorter-fange INF 
missil es which travel 300 to 600 
miles (500 to 1,000 kflometres). 

Soviet officials endorsed the 
concept of globally when U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
visited Moscow last Apm but the 
specific implications of that posi- 
tion are still being negotiated in 

Geneva, he said. 

— * 


ASEAN — 
backs nuclear 
free zone 

SINGAPORE (R) — Indo n esia n 
Foreign Minister Mocfatar Knsn- 
maatmadja chided his Ja p an ese 


“sentimental exercise.” 

The comments came at the end 
of three days of talks between the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and its indus- 
trialised partners, die United 
States, Japan, Canada, Australia, 
New 7.«aiaiwi and the European 
Co mmu n i ty. 

At a joint press conference 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Tadashi Knranari said nuclear- 
free zones were up to the people 
of respective regions to decide for 
themselves. 

Pointing out that he came from 
Nagasaki, devastated by an ato- 
mic bomb daring World War n, 
Mr. Knranari said the declaration 
of such a zone should be “a 
scheme that fully protects ... it 
should not be just a sentimental 


Mr. Mochtar replied there was 
nothing sentimental about 
ASEAN’s deare for a “zone of 
peace, freedom and neutrality.” 

He said there was so much 
concern about the nudear ba- 
lance and about safe passage in 
the open sea that “no thought is 
given to potential (nuclear) vic- 
tims.” 

He said Indonesia sat astride 
important sea lanes and faced the 
constant danger of accidental 
spillage of nuclear waste. There- 
fore U strongly supported nuc- 
lear-free zones. 

ASEAN is an economic and 
political grouping finking Brunei, 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines. Thailand and Singapore. 
Its foreign ministers held a two- 
day meeting here before discus- 
sions with industrialised partners 
in preparation for the third 
ASEAN summit in Manila in 
December. 

Mr. Kuranari said Japan would 
announce at the summit a multi- 
billion dollar fund to help 
ASEAN members. 

He said firm details of the 
proposed fund were still to be 
worked out but it would take into 
consideration the needs of 
ASEAN nations.- 

A communique last Tuesday at 
the end of. the two-day ASEAN' 
foreign ministers’ meeting said 
ASEAN would continue studying 
the concept of a nudear weapon- 
free zone in the region “with a 
view to drafting as soon as possi- 
ble a treaty,” 



The shootings took place in the 
Ermita district fined with girlie 
bars and night dubs, a favourite 
haunt of foreign tourists. 

The state-owned Philippines 
News Agency reported that a 
police patrol approached the men 
after they were seen acting suspi- 
ciously. 

The suspects opened fire, 
shfinting a policeman in the sto- 
mach. A running street battle 
erupted in which the four men 
were killed. 

The agency said police reco- 
vered a band grenade, three re- 
volvers and several rounds of 
aamunstion. 

The killings came only hoars 
after Co mmunis t rebels, who 
have been carrying out a cam- 
paign of street killing s of lawmen 
m Manila, said they were ready to 
switqh tactics to grenade attacks 
on police stations. 

■ But police Chief Col. Johnny 
I-agasca, who the rebels say is 
high on their hit list, said: “We 
are ready for whatever they try to 
throw at ns.” 

Rebel sources said they were 
likely to target police Stations for 
future attacks because police 
were becoming familiar with 
street ambushes and better pre- 
pared to resist them. Many police 
now patrol the streets accompa- 
nied by armed bodyguards. 

. “We are not going to keep to a 
pattern. We are likely to stage 
more daring attacks on police 
stations,” one rebel source told 
Reuters. 

More than 50 soldiers, police- 
men and civilian informers have 
been killed in street ambushes in 
Manila and the suburbs since the 
start of the year. 

Communist “Sparrow” hit- 
squads — named for the swiftness 
with which' they strike — have 
rfiamftrf 22 of the murders, six of 
which have occurred tins month. 

CoL Lagasca said he had no 
intelligence reports of any new 
rebel plans. “But we have been 
expecting a change of tactics for 
sometime now and we are pre- 
pared for anything they might 
try,” be said. 

Col. Lagasca said that an assas- 
sination attempt on his police- 
woman secretary in Manna Fri- 
day may have been intended as a 
warning to him. 

Policewoman Elizabeth Dabu 
wpz walking to her office in cen- 
tral Manila when she realised she 
was being followed by three men. 


SYDNEY (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz Saturday 
attacked departing NATO com- 
mander Bernard Rogers for 
saying the United States had 
pressured its allies into agreeing 
to a rushed arms control prop- 
osal. 

“His statement that things have 
happened in a big rush is obvious- 
ly ridiculous,” Mr. Shultz told 
reporters on his way to Australia 
for talks with government 
leaders. 

“In terms of going around 
twisting arms, that is a curious 
way to describe the intensive, and 
I might say much appreciated, 
pattern of intensive consulta- 
tions. 

“Our allies liked that. They 
didn't resent that. They thought it 
was the right thing to do,” Mr. 
Shultz said. 

General Rogers made his com- 
ments abont the “doable zero- 
option” arms control proposal in 
an interview with the Washington 
Post prior to his retirement at the 
end of the month. 

The proposal would remove 
U.S. and Soviet medium-range 
nudear missiles from Europe. 
Mr. Shultz said it was first pat 
forward by the United States in 
1981. 

“At that rime critics said it was 
too good a proposal. They said it 
was so good a proposal the 
Soviets would never accept it” 

Mr. Shultz said Gen. Rogers’ 
accusation that the deal, expected 
to be completed this year, was 
primarily motivated by domestic 
politics was a strange comment 
from a man who had been in 
Europe for eight years. 

“Tlie U.S. political scene 
hasn’t been his sphere of exper- 
tise. I think he's way oat of fine. 
Gen. Rogers should pat that in 
Ins pipe and smoke it,” he said. 

The European allies agreed to 
the double-zero option at a meet- 


ing in Reykjavik earlier this 
month after eight weeks of hesita- 
tion and despite lingering doubts, 
mainly by West Germany. 

Shultz, Weinberger in Sydney 

Mr. Shultz and Defence Secret- 
ary Caspar Weinberger arrived in 
Australia Saturday for annual 
security <alh» that would normally 
include New Zealand, the thi rd 
member of the so-called ANZUS 
Affiance. 

They will hold two days of talks 
with Australian Foreign Minister 
Bill Hayden and Defence Minis- 
ter Kim Beazley on subjects rang- 
ing from New Zealanad’s nuclear 
policies to Soviet intentions in the 
South Pacific and last month’s 
coup in Fiji. 

New Zealand was effectively 
suspended from the affiance last 
year because of its refusal to 
allow nuclear- anned or noclear- 
powered ships to visit. 

The policy, which became law 
last month, caused a split with 
Washington three years ago. In 
line with its global policy the 
United States refused to tell Wel- 
lington whether a destroyer due 
to visit New Zealand was nuclear- 
armed. 

Mr. Shultz told reporters on his 
way to Sydney that New Zealand 
would be welcomed back into the 
alliance at any time but he saw no 
prospects of a change of policy, 
that would allow this. 

“All they have to do is say so 
and we will work out a formula, 
although 1 don't see any immedi- 
ate possibility of feat,” he said, 
referring to failed efforts to find 
some way in which each country 
could satisfy its policy. 

U.S. officials said they ex- 
pected disagreement with Austra- 
lia during the talks, which start 
Sunday, over Soviet intentions in 
Asia and agricultural policies. 


1 killed by gas leak in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — A woman 
died and 82 people were rushed 
to hospital when chlorine gas 
leaked from a water tank in 
northe rn Ind ia, the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) said. 

It quoted a Meerut district offi- 
cial as saying the leakage, which 
began early Saturday morning in 
an army camp, had been plugged. 


Four employees of a local water 
pumping station were accused on 
negligence. 

PTI said nine people were 
being treated in hospital in 
Meerut but others, women and 
children among them, had been 
sent borne after first aid. Earlier 
FIT said 46 people were taken to 
hospital but discharged after first 
aid. 


Karachi death toll rises to 4 


KARACHI (R) — Authorities 
called in troops to keep order in 
riot-torn areas of Karachi Satur- 
day as the death toll in Pakistan's 
latest ethnic violence rose to four. 

Witnesses said soldiers patrol- 
led Shah Faisal Colony and 
Green Town suburbs near the 
airport in army tracks and set up 
roadblocks to check for snuggled 
arms. 


Residents told reporters they 
welcomed the troops and felt 
secure for the first time after 
three days of unrest between of 
rival Mohajir and Pasbtun mili- 
tants. 

Two people died of bullet 
wounds in Shah Faisal Friday in a 
battle which police ended by fir- 
ing warning shots in the air. 
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NASSAU, Bahamas (R) — 
Prime Minister Lyndeu Pinching 
won an unprecedented sixth term 
Saturday, according to unofficial 
results in die first general election 
since a drag scandal hit his Prog- 
ressive Liberal Party (PLP). 

Vote counting was stiB under 
way butstate-run Radio Bahamas 
said the results showed the PLP 
had capt ured 29 seats, the dear 
majority needed to give the prime 
min is ter another five-year term in 
office. 

The opposition Free Nati o nal 


’ prime minis ter wins 6th term 


Moveaient (FNM), which had 
confronted the PLP with its 
toughest challenge in two decades 
of power, took 13 of the 49 seats 
in the House of Assembly. 

Two seats went to independent 
candidates, both former PLP 
ministers filed in 1984 for accus- 
ing Pindling of failing to root out 
government corruption in tins 
lush, 700-island archipelago, 
which became independent from 
Britain in 1973. 

Five seats remained undecided 
and political analysts said the 


PLP was expected to win at least 
half of them. That would give the 
PLP a slightly narrower majority 
in the Britisb-style legislature. 

The FNM shut its campaign 
headquarters without conceding 
defeat Some party- officials said 
FNM leaders were considering a 
court challenge because of elec- 
tion irregularities. 

Two polling stations were 
forced to close because -of a shor- 
tage of ballots. Election officials 
said tiie voting would resume 
there Saturday. 


Thousands flee Jaffna since army offensive 


COLOMBO (R) — Thousands of 
ervifians have tied Sri Lanka's 
northern Jaffna peninsula since 
tiie army unleashed its biggest 
ever offensive against Tamil m«t . 
rillas, Tamil residents and jour- 
nalists Odd Renters in Colombo 
Saturday. 

Most were either staying in 
Vavuniya just south of the penin- 
sula or with friends and relatives 
in Colombo, they said. 

An Indian High Cnmm u aarm 

(embassy) spokesman said there 
had been a dramatic increase in 
visas granted to Sri Lankans since 
the offensive was launched on 
May 26. The operation ended on 
Jane 10. 

“On June 15 alone, for exam- 
ple, 472 visas were granted com- 
pared to 280 given on May 25,” 
he said. The figure includes other 
Sri lankan races but the spokes- 
man said the rise was aue to 
Tamil applicants. 

A consular official at the Cana- 
dian High Commission said there 
had been an increase in telephone 
inquiries after the military opera- 
tion but the number actually ap- 
plying for visas remained the 


tonnes of food and medicines to 
the Tamils. 

“Most of us thought that after 
the parcel drop, the Indian anny 
would come to help ns. But after 
die airdrop, the feeling is bade to 
a state of helplessness and fear 
that the Sri Innlcan army might 

treat us badly,” he told Reuters. 

He declined to be identified 
because he said he was afraid be 
might not be able to leave the 
country. 

“There are still some who five 
in the centre of the peninsula who 
are relatively safe and continue to 
stay there, thinking peace migh t 
return in the end. 

“Others are too poor to get out 
of the troubled villages and seek 
shelter in Hindu temples. Some 


An In dian government spokes- 
man said last week sense 4,000 
Tamil refugees had arrived in 
South India between June 10 and 
14 and hundreds more were arriv- 
ing daily. 

Colombo protests Gandhi 
remark 

Sri ijmka has protested to In- 
dia about remarks by Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 


plying for visas remained the 
same. 

A prominent Jaffna resident, 
who fled the peninsula last week 
with bis wife and four children, 
told Renters civilians were leav- 
ing because they still felt desper- 
ate about tiie situation despite 
India's airdrop of relief supplies 
on June 4. 

Relations between India and 
Sri Lanka slumped to their lowest 
ebb after India parachuted 25 


for the 30-minute trip to southern 
India,” he added. 

About 100 Tamil visa-seekers 
besieged the West German 
embassy grounds Friday. 

An embassy spokesman said 
the Tamils, some apparently from 
Jaffna, were seeking application 
forms for holiday visas after a 
Tamil newspaper reported that 
Bonn had relaxed visa regulations 
because of die ethnic conflict. 

“Someone most have been 
playing a practical joke on ns,” 
the spokesman said, adding that 
the regulations had not been 
changed. 

West Germany has between 
25,000 and 30, (XX) Sri ijnkan 
Tamil refugees. Most left after 
anti-Tamil riots in July 1983. 


which he said Colombo took a 
flippant attitude to its ethnic con- 
flict 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said Saturday acting Minister 
Tyrqnnc Fernando summoned 
Indian High Commissioner 
Jyotindra Dixit Friday night and 
protested about Gandhi's com- 
ments, published in the Indian 
ma prine India Today. 

'The Sri T government is 
gravely disturbed that the Indian 
prime minister is without reason 
or facts continuing to criticise it,” 
the statement said. 

The newspaper the Island Fri- 
day printed parts of Mr. Gandhi’s 
interview with India Today in 
which be blamed Sri Lanka lor 
worsening relations between toe 
two countries. 

“Sometimes we wonder 
whether this whole exercise of 


the table was not used by Sri 
T Jinks tn buy time for the nnht ary 

solution. This has' caused tire 
problem,” Mr. Gandhi was 
quoted as saying. 



Woman theologian banned from teaching 

ESSEN, West Germany (R) — JD* Roman Chmdi h^ 

said it had withdrawn the teaching licence of 
woman Roman Catholic theology profesror ^ dating 
virgin both of Jesus. _Ranke-Hemema^ &,*bo has hdd toe 


maim no longer bad the chnrch's authority to teach thecd^y. 
dispate blew up last month during the Pope s visit to West 
Germany when Ranke-Heineinann said church dogma of the 
immaculate conception was “an offence to all normal momere 
and reflected the clergy’s “anti-sexual and neurotic traits. 
Ranke-Hememann, the daughter of late Pies dent Gustav Heme- 
nwnn became the world’s fist Roman Catholic theology profes- 
sor when she assumed a lectureship at the University of Neuss, 
near Duesseldorf. 

‘Soviet space photos selling well’ 

MOSCOW (R) - High-defimtion Soviet photos erf the Earth 
taken from space have sold well smee being put on the w orld 
early t his year, the government newspaper Izvestia has 
said In an article titled “one hundred thousand dollars a 
photograph,” Izvestia said the quality of the Soviet spare pictures 
was superior to satellite photos offered by the Umted States and 
France, tiie only other countries which sold them. According to 
the report, the Soviet photos capture objects just six metres m 
length from a height of 300 kilometres, while the French could not 
reproduce objects less than 10 metres long and the Americans not 
less than 30 metres. As an example it said the viewer of a U.S. 
satellite photo could make out a steamship on a nver, its deck 
could be seen on a French photo and its lifeboats would be dear 
on a Soviet space picture. Izvestia said a Syrian representative bad 
sought to buy & satellite shot of his home tn Damascus. It sa id 
orders for Soviet space photos had been received from Australia, 
Kuwait, Angola, East Germany among other countries. 

Beverly Hills gunman faces death penalty . 

SANTA MONICA, California (AP) — A jury has recommended 
the death penalty for a man whose botched robbery turned to a 
bloody, daylong siege that caused three deaths at a posh Beverly 
Hills jewellery store. Los Angeles county superior court Judge 
Laurence J. Rittenband will pass formal sentence on Steven 
Livaditis at a later time. There were only two alternatives: Death 
in the gas chamber or life in prison without possibility of parole, 
livaditis, 23, showed no emotion as the verdict was announced 
Jurors on Tuesday began deliberating the fate of Livaditis, who 
killed two hostages during the attempted robbery of Van Geef 
and Arpels jewellery store on Rodeo Drive on June 2 3, 19 86. 
Another hostage was killed mistakenly by a police marksman, 
livaditis pleaded guilty in April to shooting a saleswoman and 
stabbing a security guard to death during the 13-hour standoff 
with police and sheriffs deputies. He also pleaded guilty to nine 
other felonies and to causing the death of the store manager, who 
was shot during Livaditis’ escape attempt. 

v 

China tarns prisons into schools 

PEKING (AP) — China has turned about a third of its prisons 
into “schools” where prisoners can learn skills to help than find 
jobs after their release, the official Xinhua News Agency has said. 
The report said more prisone^&im the schools fed tfaair 
sentences reduced or were released on parole 1 'last ye arfoata 
prisoners in other prisons. Among the topics taught at the sdiools 
are China ’s legal system, philosophy of life and moral concepts, 
Xinhua said. Those who receive high marks may be rewarded 
with early releases, but those who fart classes and do not behave 
win be punished, the news agency said. At the ynnan Prison for 
juvenile delinquents,- .inmates have began studying Chinese 
language, mathematics, politics and technical courses, Xinhua 
said. As a result, 400 juvenile delinquents passed cultu ral e xams 
for primary school and another 400 received literacy certificates 
from tiie local educational department The prisoners also 
produced goods and grew fruit, tobacco, mushrooms and other 
produce. Xinhua did not say bow many prisons were converted to 
schools or give details about tiie conditions at the schools. •* 

Alcohol kills over 150,000 people 

m 

TRIESTE, Italy (AP) — Alcohol has killed more than 150,000 
people in Italy in the last decade, according to a new study. The 


results of a study by the University of Trieste, pubfehed in Italian 
newspapers, showed that about 70 per cent of the victims died ef 
liver disease and the remaining 30 per cent were killed in car 
accidents or committed suicide while under the effect of alcohol. 
The study said alcohol is one of tire biggest killers in Italy, 
surpassing the number of victims of AIDS and drug overdoses. 
According to the National Health Institute in Rome, drug 
overdoses killed about 3,000 people in the last decade while AIDS 
has claimed 373 lives since 2982. 


Nevada AIDS law aimed at prostitutes 

■ m ■ I 

CARSON CITY , Nev. (R ) — Nevada prostitutes who know they , 
have AIDS yet persist in selling sex face up to 20years in prison 
under a bill approved by the state legislature, the measure is : 
aimed primarily at streetwalkers but would also maka owners of 
the state’s legal brothels liable for financial and other damages if 
one of their prostitutes infects a customer with tiie fatal disease. 
The lawmakers were told earlier this year although Nevada j 
has recorded nearly 100 cases of acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, . no cases .have been traced to the broitherls. , 
“AIDS is a very serious epidemic. If a prostitute knowingly ; 

practices her trade and spreads the disease, she is commiting mass 
murder,” said Assemblyman John Dubois of Las Vegas-Tne MB ; 
had the support of the feottelmdustry. Women are tested for “ 

AIDS when they begin working in the brothels ****** ottcc' a month 
thereafter. 

’ ' . I 

Israel makes biggest heroin bust 


TEL AVIV (AP) : — N.Tcotics agents made Israel’s biggest heroin 
bust ever, capturing more than seven kilos of the r 3rug with a; 
market value of about $7 million T a police gpn kwt m unun - few awd-. 1 
Tel Aviv Police spokeswoman Zeeva Aharom said officers 
arrested five men in connection with the drag bust. She declined 
to release names before thefeappearance'befoie a district court 
judge, but said one was a French citizen and the. others were 
Israelis. ' 


Rejected panda cob dies 


- ■ . 1» 


Zoo despite an mtense four-day effort by veterinariansto save its 
fife. “If it was with pride that Z aunounced the birth .of the pandas 

in tins zoo on Monday, now it is with sadoess that I infiorntyoo 
that Ping-Ping has died,” Zoo DirecforJMaria Elena^ Hoyb fold 
reporters throogb- tears, during., an improrapt news conference.. 
The panda, cub, wbose name fn Chmesc means “peace”, was 
abandoned shortly after its birth when itsmoth er dins* fowntect 


its stronger twin. According tn mn ^ 
tively.tend to only due because of derail^ 

in raising a cub.' Zoo 

cob in a specially buifi mcnl^ttqr m tite zoo^horortel 
feeding it a diet based A rtf me 
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